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"AND THOU CONTINUEST HOLY: O THOU WOE- 
SHIP OP ISRAEL. 

"OUB PATHEBS HOPED IN THEE: THEY TBUSTED 
IN THEE, AND THOU DIDST DELIYEB THEM. 

" THEY CALLED UPON THEE, AND WEBB HOLPEN ; 
THEY PUT THEIB TBUST IN THEE, AND WEBE 
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PEEFACE. 



The following pages are designed to eon- 
tribute somewhat to a more practical know- 
ledge among Churchmen of the devotional 
treasures to be found in ancient Service-books. 
They contain, it need not be said, the merest 
gatherings from an ample and splendid store- 
house, — a few drops from a cup filled to over- 
flowing. 

The majority of the Prayers here translated 
are taken from Western rituals older than 
Anglo-Saxon Christianity; especially from 
those Sacramentaries of S. Leo the Great, 
Gelasius the First, and S. Gregory the Great, 
which still supply the British Churches with 
so many inestimable Collects, and would pro- 
bably have been made still more serviceable 
at the last revision of the Prayer-book, had 
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they all been then accessible 11 . Many of the 
Collects now presented to the reader seem 
quite equal in depth and beauty to those 
well-known specimens of their class which 
the child's ear so readily welcomes,] and the 
man's heart finds so inexhaustible. 

Other Western Prayers have been admitted, 
of later date than the sixth century; and 
several Eastern ones, from the Liturgies of 
Jerusalem and Alexandria, popularly called 
after S. James and S. Mark, and supposed to 
be, in their main fabric, the one older than, 
the other at least as old as, the year 200 b ; 



• A Sacrameirtary consisted of three elements : 1. the prin- 
cipal and invariable portions of the Liturgy or Mass ; 2. all the 
varying proper prayers, as collects, secrets, post-communions, 
and the like ; 3. some other ritual forms. It was also called the 
Book of Mysteries, the Book of Sacraments, eventually the 
Missal. The Gelasian and Leonine Sacramentaries were not 
edited when our Prayer-book was settled in 1661. 

b Gf. Neale, Introd. to Hist of Eastern Ch. f i. 317. It is well 
known that S. James' Liturgy is the parent of S. Basil's, and^so 
of S. Chrysostom's, and of a great number of Syrian forms. 
The Armenian form is akin to 8. Chrysostom's. Egypt has the 
Greek Liturgy of S. Mark, parallel to the Coptic Cyrilline, and 
to the Ethiopic; and two inferior Coptic forms, called after 
S. Basil and S. Gregory. A third great type of Liturgy is the 
Ephesine, or Galilean, or S. John's ; various forms of which are 
seen in the three Gallican Missals edited by Thomasius, the 
Galilean Sacramentary edited by Mabillon, and the Mosarabie 
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from some other Liturgies historically con- 
nected with these, especially the great Liturgy 
of S. Chrysostom, the ordinary Bite of the 
Greek Church; and from the Daily Office 
and other Services of that Church. 

The sources of the compilation are mainly 
these: — Muratori's Liturgia Romana Vetus; 
Thomasius' Codices Sacramentorum ; Mabillon 
De Liturgia Gallicana ; Martene De Antiguis 
Ecclesia Ritibus ; Maskell's Monumenia Ri- 
tualia; Goar's Euchologium Gracorum; Be- 
naudot's Iaturgiarum Orientalium Collectio; 
Neale's Tetralogia Liturgica. 

In regard to the translation, as little freedom 
as possible has been taken in the way of de- 
velopment or paraphrase. The often-recurring 
word mereamur has not been rendered " may 
deserve" or " may merit," because those verbs 

(literally, " Arabic by adoption,") or ancient Spanish ; this last 
being much older than the Moorish invasion of a.d. 711. The 
fourth type, which is the Boman, is called after S. Peter ; and 
Mr. Neale would add a fifth— the Persian Liturgy of SS. Adaeus 
and Maris. It is supposed that these archetypal Litu' gies were 
"the legitimate development" of the "unwritten tradition" of 
" the Apostles whose names they bear," respecting the mode of 
celebration : although they have been written at a post-apostolic 

teriod, and have been frequently modernised and enlarged, yet 

he germ of each is primeval. 



o o 

Viii PREFACE. 

would convey a false notion of the original , 
making it express the doctrine of " condignity ;" 
but by such words as " may obtain," or " may 
be enabled to have ;" not by any means with 
a wish to ignore the fact, that it also sometimes 
implies the being " fitted" to obtain, and some- 
times the being " rewarded" with. This latter 
idea, when clearly distinguished from that of 
proper merit, we find in God's language both 
to Abraham and to the Apostles, and express 
in prayer during the week preceding Advent. 
A few words may now be said with regard 
to the method of selection here employed. 
Besides the omission of whatever prayers must 
be regarded by good Churchmen as unlawful, 
— such as the invocations of created beings 
in the Litanies, — many others have been ex- 
cluded which were in themselves manifestly 
dangerous, or which seemed likely to perplex 
or offend. 

• In other words, it seems to me vain to attempt to use the 
word merit, with regard to Christian good works, in a sound 
sense: it has become the property of the Roman school. Bishop 
Forbes, of Edinburgh, in the seventeenth century, was for re- 
taining it ; but he rejected the notion of an intrinsic condignity, 
in works done by grace, with respect to the gift of salvation, as 
a hateful error, implying that Christian holiness is what, at the 
best, it is not. See the fifth book of his Considerationes. 
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That the holy Angels and Saints pray for 
the Church militant, through our Lord and to 
our Lord, is an opinion most " pious, probable, 
and catholic," in defence of which Bishop 
Pearson had a full right to speak strongly d . 
But no prayers which mention it have been 
admitted into this series, although, as Arch- 
bishop Bramhall says, " we do not condemn' ' 
them. Some of them simply ask that such 
intercession may take place and be effective 6 . 
Others, and the greater number, dwell on it 
more pointedly and positively, as on a great 
providential fact; often using perilous and 
extravagant language, which has obviously 
and fatally contributed to a greater evil — even 
to the progress of that actual devotion to the 

d Minor Theological Works, ii. 54, (concio iv.) The passage 
is quoted in Mill's Sermons on the Nature of Christianity, p. 52. 
See Bramhall's Works, i. 58. Observe that Pearson denied such 
intercession to be " by necessary deduction" inferred from re- 
vealed truth. On the Creed, i. 602. 

• For instance, this Leonine Collect for S. Xystus* day, August 
6 : " Tribue, qurosumus, Dooiine, Sanctos Tuos et jugiter orare 
pro nobis, et semper clementer audiri. Per," &c. Muratori, 
Lit. Rom. i. 390. This prayer seems to the writer unobjection- 
able ; but there are, probably, many good Church-people to 
-whom it would not commend itself. A much bolder passage 
is found in Elizabeth's Primer of 1559 : see Parker Society's 
edition of Private Prayers under Q. Eliz., p. 93. 
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saints which has risen to such a portentous 
stature, and will receive a still more fearful 
development, unless it should please the One 
Mediator to turn the heart of the Latin 
Churches back again f . 

Another class of Prayers which have been 
omitted, are the ancient commendations of 
the departed faithful to God's mercy. The 
reasons for this are stated in the Appendix, 
where it has also been endeavoured to point 
out, not by any means all the grounds * alleged 
in the ancient Church for this kind of devo- 
tion, but those which, on the whole, would 
seem to have been most important. Pew 

f The Papal decree of 1854 has given fresh impetus to such 
theories, (most practical in their effect,) as that there is no sal- 
vation -without the prayers of S. Mary ; that she offered the 
sacrifice of her Son along with Himself; that His presence is 
her presence ; that she can do everything ; that S. Joseph's 
influence with her entitles him to a special worship. Even to 
quote -such things is a shock to true reverence for her, the 
superbenedicta — blessed in her privilege as the Mother of God 
Incarnate, blessed yet more in her grace as the Lord's believ- 
ing Handmaid. Well has it been said that the " deification" of 
S. Mary is nowhere better rebuked than in the Magnificat. 

« For instance, the notion of a cleansing fire at the day of 
judgment, which was held by several Fathers, and the far- 
fetched idea that by praying for all the dead the Church 
magnified Christ as the only spotless One, have not been 
referred to. 
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things are easier than to prove that such 
prayers do not presuppose Eoman doctrine; 
even Bengel, in whose eyes the Papacy was 
the Beast from the Sea, prayed God to " re- 
fresh the spirit" of his deceased brother, while 
in the same breath he spoke of him as having 
"entered into everlasting rest*." But such 
proof is not a sufficient reason for putting for- 
ward this practice under present circumstances. 
Some other Prayers have been passed over on 
different grounds ; either because they are to 
be found in well-known Manuals, or because 
they appeared too pre-eminently liturgical to 
be suggested for individual use. 

One section of the volume is devoted to 
Prayers for the exclusive use of Clergy, espe- 
cially of priests. But it is hoped that other 
passages will also prove helpful to pastors 
who, in the visitation of the sick, desire to 
follow the counsel of the late Professor Blunt 
in his admirable Lectures, and " treasure up 
any prayers they may meet with, such as 
ancient Liturgies and Sacrament aries, — a most 
pregnant mine, — or the devotions of worthies 



k Bark's Life of Bengel, Engl. Tr., p. 474. 
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of the Church, may supply, which they may 
deem fitted for the sick chamber 1 ." 

It may be right to add, that a small portion 
of this volume appeared, substantially, in the 
" Scottish Ecclesiastical Journal " of 1853. 

Trinity College, Glenalmond, 
Nov. 27, 1856. 

i On the Duties of the Parian Priest, p. 238. 
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In page 16, note, — For old sense, read, old Church 
sense. 
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" I will poor upon the house of David . . . the spirit of grace 
and of supplications." Zech. zii. 10. 

"Thou preparest their heart, and Thine ear hearkeneth 
thereto." P*. x. 19. 

" I create the fruit of the lips." Isa. lvii. 19. 



GOD the Father of our Lord God and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, Lord, Whose Name is 
great, Whose nature is blissful, Whose good- 
ness is inexhaustible, Thou God and Master 
of all things, Who art blessed for ever ; Who 
sittest on the Cherubim, and art glorified by 
the Seraphim ; before Whom stand thousands 
of thousands and ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand, the hosts of holy Angels and Archangels ; 
sanctify, O Lord, our souls and bodies and 
spirits, and touch our apprehensions and 
search out our consciences, and cast out of 
us every evil thought, every base desire, all 
envy, and pride, and hypocrisy, all falsehood, 
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all deceit, all worldly anxiety, all covetous- 
ness, vainglory, and sloth, all malice, all 
wrath, all anger, all remembrance of injuries, 
all blasphemy, and every motion of the flesh 
and spirit that is contrary to Thy holy will. 
And grant us, O Lord, the Lover of men, with 
freedom, without condemnation, with a pure 
heart and a contrite soul, without confusion of 
face and with sanctified lips, boldly to call 
upon Thee, our holy God and Father who art 
in heaven. — From a Prayer in the Liturgy of 
S. James. 



Lord our God, great, eternal, wonderful in 
glory, Who keepest covenant and promises for 
those that love Thee with their whole heart ; 
Who art the Life of all, the Help of those that 
flee unto Thee, the Hope of those who cry 
unto Thee ; cleanse us from our sins, secret 
and open, and from every thought displeasing 
to Thy goodness, — cleanse our bodies and 
souls, our hearts and consciences, that with a 
pure heart and a clear soul, with perfect love 
and calm hope, we may venture confidently 
and fearlessly to pray unto Thee. — From a 
Prayer in the Coptic Liturgy of S. Basil. 
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Lord, we beseech Thee, let Thy favour be 
present to Thy people who supplicate Thee ; 
that what by Thy inspiration they faithfully 
ask, by Thy speedy bounty they may obtain ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Leonine Sa- 
crament ary. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, to look upon 
Thy servants, whom Thou hast enabled to put 
their trust in Thee ; and grant them both to 
ask such things as shall please Thee, and also 
to obtain what they ask ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Leonine. 

O Lord our God, Who alone foreseest and 
bestowest things needful for our salvation ; 
do Thou both bestow, we pray Thee, on our 
souls the hearty desire of imploring Thy 
mercy, and graciously vouchsafe us what will 
be for our good; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. — Leonine. 

We beseech Thee, Lord, vouchsafe us 
an unceasing perseverance in praying unto 
Thee ; that as Thou dost not forsake us when 
we are bowed down in tribulation, so Thou 
mayest cherish us with more abundant grace 
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when we continually beseech Thy Majesty; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.— Leonine. 

Let the prayers of Thy suppliants, O Lord, 
come up to the ears of Thy mercy ; and that 
we may obtain what we ask, make us ever to 
ask what pleases Thee ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Leonine*. 

We beseech Thee, Lord, to govern the 
hearts of Thy faithful servants ; and that they 
may by Thy bounty obtain Thy good things, 
grant first of all that their own wills may 
be good ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — 
Leonine. 

We beseech Thee, Lord, make us subject 
unto Thee with a ready will, and evermore 
stir up our wills to make supplication unto 
Thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Ge- 
lasian Sacramentart/. 

Grant, O Lord, we beseech Thee, such 
a heart unto Thy people, that as they are 
brought together by their necessities to seek 

• This is the original form of our Collect for the tenth Sunday 
after Trinity. In the Gelasian Saoramentary it assumed its 
present form. See Muratori, lit. Rom. L 381, 689. 
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Thy favour, they may by their free will also 
become devoted to Thy Majesty ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gelasian. 

O God of hope, the true Light of faithful 
souls, and perfect brightness of the blessed, 
Who art verily the Light of Thy Church, 
grant that our hearts may both render Thee a 
worthy prayer, and alway glorify Thee with 
the offering of praises ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Qelcman. 

Be present, O Lord, to Thy faithful people ; 
and as Thou dost in Thy compassion vouchsafe 
them a hearty desire to pray, grant them, O 
Most Loving, the aid of Thy comfort ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gelasian. 

O God, the Life of the faithful, the Bliss of 
the righteous, mercifully receive the prayers 
of Thy suppliants, that the souls which thirst 
for Thy promises may evermore be filled from 
Thine abundance ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. — Gelasian. 
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ifttotning ^ragec*. 

Fkom the night our spirit awaketh unto 
Thee, O God, for Thy precepts are a light 
unto us. Teach us, O God, Thy righteous- 
ness, Thy commandments, and Thy judg- 
ments. Enlighten the eyes of our minds, 
that we sleep not in sins unto death. Drive 
away all darkness from our hearts. Vouch- 
safe us the Sun of righteousness. Guard our 
life from all reproach by the seal of Thy Holy 
Spirit. Guide our steps into the way of peace. 
Grant us to behold the dawn and the day with 
joyfulness, that we may send up to Thee our 
prayers at eventide. — Lauds of Eastern Church, 

O God, Who dividest the day from the 
night, separate our deeds from the gloom of 
darkness, that ever meditating on things holy, 
we may continually live in Thy light; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. — Leonine. 

We give Thee thanks, holy Lord, Father 

Almighty, everlasting God, Who hast been 

pleased -to bring us through the night to the 

hours of morning; we pray Thee to grant 

to pass this day without sin, so that at 
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eventide we may again give thanks to Thee ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord b . — Oelasian. 

Look mercifully, O Lord, on the morning 
prayers of Thy suppliants, and enlighten 
with Thy healing goodness the secrets of our 
heart; that no dark desires may have pos- 
session of those whom the light of heavenly 
grace has renewed ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. — Oelasian. 

Send forth, O Lord, we pray Thee, Thy 
light into our hearts; that we may perceive 
the light of Thy commandments, and, walking 
in Thy way, may fall into no error ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord c . — Gelasian. 

O God, Who by the light of Thy Word 
scatterest away the darkness of ignorance, 
increase in our hearts the power of faith 
which Thou hast given ; that no temptations 
may avail to quench the fire which Thy grace 

b Probably the form from which our third Colleot was de- 
rived, through another Collect in the Gregorian Sacramentary, 
as edited by Menard. But this latter Colleot is omitted by 
Muratori. 

' In the Gregorian book, this Collect has the following intro- 
duction : " Almighty and everlasting God, with whom nothing 
is obscure, nothing dark ;" and the reading is not luce, but lege 
mandatorum. v 
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POR A SUNDAY OR HOLT-DAT MORNING. 



hath caused to be enkindled; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. — Oelasian. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, in Thy loving- 
kindness, pour Thy holy light into our souls ; 
that we may ever be devoted to Thee, by 
Whose wisdom we were created, and by Whose 
providence we are governed; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. — Gelasian. 



Jfox a Suntiag or j)olp>oag morning. 

We render Thee thanksgiving upon thanks- 
giving d , Lord our God, Father of our Lord 
God and Saviour Jesus Christ, by all means, 
at all times, in all places. For Thou hast 
sheltered, assisted, supported, and led us on 
through the time past of our life, and brought 
us to this hour. And we pray and beseech 
Thee, O good and loving, grant us to pass 
this holy day, and all the time of our life, 
without sin; with all joy, health, salvation, 
sanctification, and fear of Thee. But all 
envy, all fear, all temptation, all the working 
of Satan, all conspiracy of wicked men, do 
Thou drive away, O God, from us, and from 

* cvxapurrovficv Sot xat virepcvxaptorov/uui'. 
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Thy holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. 
Supply us with things good and profitable. 
Whereinsoever we have sinned against Thee, 
in word, or deed, or thought, be Thou pleased 
in Thy love and goodness to pass it over; and 
forsake us not, O God, who hope in Thee, 
neither lead us into temptation, but deliver 
us from the evil one, and from his works, by 
the grace, and compassion, and benignity of 
Thine Only-begotten Son. — From a Prayer in 
the Liturgy q/S. Mark, 

lEbenfng $tager*. 

In the evening, and morning, and at noon- 
day, we praise Thee, we bless Thee, we thank 
Thee, and pray Thee, Master of all, to direct 
our prayer as incense before Thee, and let not 
our hearts turn away to words or thoughts of 
wickedness, but rescue us from all things that 
huft our souls. For to Thee, Lord, Lord, 
our eyes look up, and our hope is in Thee. 
Confound us not, our God e . — Vespers of 
Eastern Church. 

• The " Prayer of entrance," just before the hymn, " O cheer- 
ful light." 
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O Lord our God, Who didst bow the hea- 
vens, and come down for the salvation of 
mankind, look upon Thy servants and Thine 
inheritance. For to Thee, the awful and be- 
nignant Judge, Thy servants have bowed the 
head and stooped the neck, looking for no 
help of man, but waiting for Thy pardon and 
salvation. Guard them at all times, and this 
evening, and in the ensuing night, from every 
foe, from every adverse working of the devil, 
from idle thoughts and wicked imaginations. 
Vespers of Eastern Church 1 . 

O Lord our God, refresh us with quiet 
sleep, when we are wearied with the day's la- 
bour ; that being assisted with the help which 
our weakness needs, we may be devoted to 
Thee both in body and mind. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. — Leonine. 

Be present, O Lord, to our prayers, and 
protect us by day and night; that in all 
successive changes of times we may ever 
be strengthened by Thine unchangeableness ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Leonine. 



' Towards the end of the service occurs this prayer, which is 
called that of " bending the head." 
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Almighty and everlasting God, at evening, 
and morning, and noonday, we humbly be- 
seech Thy Majesty, that Thou wouldst drive 
from our hearts the darkness of sins, and 
make us to come to the true Light, which 
is Christ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Gelasian. 

Thine is the day, O Lord, and Thine is 
the night: grant that the Sun of righteous- 
ness may abide in our hearts, to drive away 
the darkness of wicked thoughts; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord*. — Gelasian. 

We give Thee thanks, O Lord, Who hast 
preserved us through the day. We give 
Thee thanks, Who wilt preserve us through 
the night. Bring us, we beseech Thee, O 
Lord, in safety to the morning hours; that 
thou mayest receive our praise at all times; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gelasian. 

t This Collect comes next after our third evening Collect in 
the Gelasian book. 
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I. ON THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD. 

Almighty and everlasting God, Who hast 
willed that on the Nativity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ Thy Son should depend the beginning 
and the completion of all religion ; grant us, 
we beseech Thee, to be reckoned as a portion 
of Him, on whom is built the whole salvation 
of mankind ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Leonine. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, bestow on Thy 
servants the increase of faith, hope, and cha- 
rity; that as they glory in the Nativity of 
Thy Son, our Lord, they may, by Thy govern- 
ance, not feel the adversities of this world ; 
and also that what they desire to celebrate in 
time, they may enjoy to all eternity ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. — Leonine. 

O God, Who art pleased to save, by the Na- 
tivity of Thy Christ, the race of man, which 
was mortally wounded in its chief; grant, we 
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beseech Thee, that we may not cleave to the 
author of our perdition, but be transferred to 
the fellowship of our Redeemer ; through Je- 
sus Christ our Lord. — Leonine. 

Grant, O merciful G-od, that He Who was 
born [this day h ] the Saviour of the world, as 
He is the author of our divine birth, so may 
be Himself the bestower of our immortality ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Leonine. 

Grant, O merciful God, that for the re- 
ception of the transcendant mystery of Thy 
Son's Nativity, the minds of believers may be 
prepared, and also the hearts of unbelievers 
subdued; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — 
Gelasian, 

Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, 
that the new birth of Thine Only-begotten 
Son in the flesh may set free those whom the 
old bondage detains under the yoke of sin ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gelasian. 

Grant, we beseech Thee, O our God, that 
Thy family, which has been saved by the Na- 
tivity of Thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, may 

k Here and elsewhere, expressions which imply a present 
festival-season are placed within brackets, and may be omitted 
when the prayer is used at other times. v 
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also quietly rest in His perpetual redemption ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gelasicm. 

Be present, O Lord, to our supplications ; 
and let Thy people, who were framed by Thy 
making, and restored by Thy power, be also 
saved by Thy continual agency ; through Je- 
sus Christ our Lord. — (Gelasicm. 

Almighty and everlasting God, Who by 
Thine Only-begotten Son hast made us to 
be a new creation for Thyself, preserve the 
works of Thy mercy, and cleanse us from all 
our ancient stains ; that by the assistance of 
Thy grace we may be found in His form, 
in Whom our substance dwells with Thee ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Oelasian. 

O God, (Who makest us glad with the yearly 
expectation of our redemption,) grant that as 
we have joyfully received Thine Only-begotten 
Son as our Redeemer, we may also see Him 
without fear when He cometh as our Judge ; 
even our Lord, who with Thee, &C. 1 — Gelusian. 

Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, 
that as we are bathed in the new light of 

1 Thig was the Collect for the First Communion on Christmas- 
day in the Liturgy of 1549, with only a few slight alterations. 
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Thine Incarnate Word, that which shines by 
faith in our minds may blaze out likewise 
in our actions ; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Gregorian. 

Gbaot to us, Almighty God, that as Thy 
salvation, wondrous with a new and heavenly 
light, went forth [on this day's festival] to 
redeem the world, so it may ever beam forth 
in the renewal of our hearts; through the 
same Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gregorian. 

Geant, O Lord, we beseech Thee, to Thy 
people an inviolable firmness of faith ; that as 
they confess Thine Only-begotten Son, the 
everlasting partaker of Thy glory, to have 
been born in our very flesh, of the Virgin 
Mary, they may be delivered from present 
adversities, and admitted into joys that shall 
abide; through the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord. — Gregorian. 

Mebcifttl and most loving God, by Whose 
will and bounty Jesus Christ our Lord hum- 
bled Himself for this — that He might exalt 
the whole race of man, and descended to the 
depths for the purpose of lifting up the lowly ; 
and was born, God- Man, by the Virgin, for I 
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this cause — that He might restore in man the 
lost celestial image; grant that Thy people 
may cleave unto Thee, that as Thou hast re- 
deemed them by Thy bounty, they may ever 
please Thee by devoted service. — Galilean 
Sacrcmentary, 



II. ON THE EPIPHANY. 

O God, Whose Only-begotten Son hath ap- 
peared in substance of our flesh ; grant, we 
beseech Thee, that through Him Whom we 
have acknowledged as outwardly like unto us, 
we may attain k an inward renewal; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gelcman. 

Almighty and everlasting God, Who hast 
made known the Incarnation of Thy Word by 
the testimony of a glorious star, which when 
the wise men beheld, they presented their gifts 
in adoration of Thy Majesty ; grant, we be- 
seech Thee, that the star of righteousness may 
alway shine in our hearts, and our treasure 
consist in giving praise to Thee ; through Je- 
sus Christ our Lord. — Gelcman. 

k Oriff. mereamur. For the old sense of tnereri, as simply ' to 
obtain,' see Cosin's Works, Angl. Cath. Lib. ii. 31 ; Trench's 
Sacred Latin Poetry, p. 132. 
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O God, the Enlightener of all nations, grant 
Thy people to enjoy perpetual peace ; and 
pour into our hearts that radiant light which 
Thou didst shed into the minds of the three 
wise men ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
— Gelasian. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, to enlighten 
Thy people, and alway set their heart on fire 
with the brightness of Thy glory ; that they 
may both unceasingly acknowledge their Sa- 
viour, and truly apprehend their Lord, "Who 
with Thee, &c. — Qregoriwn,. 

O God, Who art rich in mercy unto all, O 
Father of glory, Who hast made Thy Son to 
be a Light among the nations, to preach re- 
demption to the captiyes, sight to the blind ; 
do Thou, Who by Christ art bounteous in 
compassion, grant remission of sins, and a 
portion among the saints through faith. — 
Gallican Sacramentary. 
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III. ON THE PASSION OF OUR LORD. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, purify Thy 
family, and cleanse it from all contagion of 
wickedness ; that the vessels which have been 
redeemed by their Lord's Passion may never 
again be stained by the unclean spirit, but 
may be possessed by everlasting salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gelasian. 

Eemembee Thy compassions, O Lord, and 
sanctify with eternal protection Thy servants, 
for whom Christ Thy Son by His blood ap- 
pointed unto us the Paschal mystery ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gelasian. 

Almighty and everlasting God, Who re- 
storest us by the blessed Passion of Thy 
Christ, preserve in us the works of Thy 
mercy; that in the celebration of this mys- 
tery, our lives may be continually devout; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gelasian. 

O God, Who by the Passion of Thy Christ 
our Lord hath dissolved that hereditary death 
of the ancient sin, to which the whole race of 
Adam's posterity had succeeded; grant that 
having been made conformable unto Him, as 
we by necessity of nature have borne the image 
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of the earthly, so by the sanctification of grace 
we may bear the image of the Heavenly, 
even of Christ our Lord, Who with Thee, &c. 
QeUman. 

Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, 
that we who amid so many adversities have 
fainted through our own infirmity, may be 
relieved by the intervention of the Passion of 
Thine only-begotten Son; through the same 
Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gregorian. 

Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, 
that we who are incessantly afflicted by our 
own transgressions, may be delivered by the 
Passion of Thine only-begotten Son, Who with 
Thee, &c Gfregorian. 

O God, Who for us hast willed Thy Son to 
endure the gibbet of the Cross, that Thou 
mightest drive away from us the power of the 
enemy; grant to us Thy servants to attain 
the grace of resurrection ; through the same 
Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gregorian. 

O loving Wisdom of the living God, O living 
everlasting Word and everlasting Power of 
God the eternal Father, — for everlasting is Thy 
birth, Who art the everlasting Son of God 



\ 



o 



o o 

20 PRATERS ON THE INCARNATION. 

the everlasting Father, and art G-od ; without 
Whom is nothing, by Whom are all things ; 
in Whom consisteth whatever is ; Who art God 
above us, and Man for our sakes; for Thou 
hast willed for us to be what we are : grant 
us what Thou hast promised; give to us, 
although unworthy, what Thou hast offered to 
all alike ; that is, that Thy Passion may be 
our deliverance, and Thy death our life, and 
Thy Cross our redemption, and Thy wound 
our healing ; that being crucified with Thee, 
we may by Thy gift be lifted up on high to 
Thy Father, with Whom in bliss Thou livest 
and reignest, &c. — Old Galilean. 

O Christ, God, great Adonai, crucify us as 
it were with Thyself to this world, that Thy 
life may be in us : and put our sins upon 
Thyself to crucify them ; and draw us also to 
Thyself, since for us Thou wast lifted up from 
the earth, to deliver us from the tyrant m : for 
although by the flesh and by sins we are 
under the devil's power, yet we long to serve 
Thee, not him ; and we desire to live under 
Thine authority, and beg to be governed by 
Thee, Who wast pleased by the death of the 

■ Orig. ab adultero tyranno. 
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Cross to deliver us, mortals, and invaded by 
death. For which transcendent benefit we 
this day bring the service of our devotion; 
and now this day we humbly adore, implore, 
invoke Thee, that Thou, O God, eternal Might, 
wouldest hasten unto us. Thou Who by Thy 
power makest things future to be as things 
past, and also by Thy presence, things past to 
be as things present ; grant that Thy Passion 
may be as saving to us as if it were present 
this day : Thou Who reignest for ever with 
the Father and the Holy Ghost, now begin to 
reign over us, Man, God, Christ Jesus, King 
for ever and ever. — From a Prayer for Noon- 
day on Good Friday, in the Old Galilean. 

O God, Who for our redemption hast re- 
ceived the blood of Jesus Christ, destroy the 
works of the devil, and break through all the 
snares of sin ; that those who have been 
created by a new birth may not be defiled by 
the old contagion. — Gothic. 

• 

Lobd Jesu Christ, Who didst stretch out 
Thine hands on the Cross, and redeem us by 
Thy blood, forgive me a sinner, for none of 
my thoughts are hid from Thee. Pardon I 
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ask, pardon I hope for, pardon I trust to have. 
Thou Who art pitiful and merciful, spare and 
forgive me. — Milanese 11 . 



IV. ON THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD. 

O God , Who by Thine only-begotten Son 
hast overcome death, and opened unto us the 
gate of everlasting life ; grant us, we beseech 
Thee, that we who celebrate the solemnities 
of our Lord's resurrection, may by the renew- 
ing of Thy Spirit arise from the death of 
the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Qelasian. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, to preserve with 
watchful love those whom Thou hast cleansed ; 
that those who have been redeemed by Thy 
Passion may rejoice in Thy resurrection. 
Qelasian. 

O God, Who hast appointed the Paschal 
Sacrifice for the world's salvation, be pro- 

* See Martene, iii. 403. 

° This Collect supplies the introduction to our Gregorian 
Collect for Easter-day. Thin introduction is also prefixed to 
another Gela-ian Collect, which prays, «* Erige ad Te Tuorum 
corda credentium ;" and to others in the Gothic MissaL See 
Muratoxi, i. 582 ; ii. 599, 604. 
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pitious to our supplications, that our supreme 
High Priest, interceding for us, may reconcile 
us, in that He is like unto us, absolve us, in 
that He is equal to Thee, even Jesus Christ 
our Lord, Who with Thee, &c. — Gelasian. 

O God, Who hast bestowed upon us the Pas- 
chal remedy, let Thy heavenly gift accompany 
Thy people; that what is now the cause of 
their delight in time, may hereafter be their 
joy throughout eternity ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord — Gelasian. 

Blot out, we beseech Thee, O Lord, the 
handwriting made by the law of sin, which 
Thou hast made void in us by the Paschal 
mystery, through the resurrection of Thy Son ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gelasian. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, be pleased by 
the Paschal remedies to grant unto us that 
we may learn to scorn earthly desires, and to 
long after things heavenly; through Jesud 
Christ our Lord. — Gelasian. 

Grant, O merciful God, that in the resurrec- 
tion of our Lord Jesus Christ we may in very 
deed have our portion ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Gelasian. 
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O God, Who by the Paschal solemnity hast 
bestowed remedies on the world, let Thine 
heavenly bounty attend Thy people, that they 
may both attain to perfect freedom, and ad- 
vance to everlasting life ; through Jesus Christ 
Thy Son our Lord, Who with Thee, &c. 
Gregoricm. 

GBAirr, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, 
that we who celebrate the solemnities of our 
Lord' 8 resurrection, may by the renewing of 
Thy Spirit arise from the death of the soul ; 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. — Gregorian. 

Almighty and everlasting God, Who hast 
vouchsafed the Paschal mystery in the cove- 
nant of man's reconciliation ; grant unto our 
souls, that what we celebrate by our profes- 
sion we may imitate in our practice ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gregorian. 

O God, Who art the Author of our freedom 
and of our salvation, hear the voices of Thy 
suppliants, and grant that those whom Thou 
hast redeemed by the effusion of Thy blood 
may both by Thee live, and in Thee enjoy 
perpetual safety, O Saviour of the world. 
Gothic. 
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V. ON THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD. 

Be present, Lord, to our supplications; 
that as we trust that the Saviour of mankind 
is seated with Thee in Thy Majesty, so we 
may feel that, according to His promise, He 
abideth with us unto the end of the world; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Leonine. 

Almighty and everlasting God, vouchsafe 
unto us, (by the gift of this day's festival,) 
that the aims of Thy children may thither be 
directed, where our substance, in Thine only- 
begotten Son, is with Thee ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. — Leonine. 

Hear us, O merciful God, and grant our 
minds to be lifted up, whither our Redeemer 
hath ascended ; that at the second coming of 
the Mediator we may receive from Thy mani- 
fested bounty what we now venture to hope 
for as a promised gift ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Leonine. 

O God, Who, to shew forth the wonders 
of Thy Majesty, didst after Thy resurrection 
from the dead ascend [this day] into hea- 
ven, in the presence of Thine Apostles, grant 
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us the aid of Thy loving-kindness ; that ac- 
cording to Thy • promise Thou mayest ever 
dwell with us on earth, and we with Thee 
in heaven ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Oelasicm. 



VI. ON THE SENDING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, let the Holy 
Spirit prepare our minds by Divine mysteries, 
for He Himself is the remission of all sins ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Leonine. 

Almighty and everlasting God, (Who in 
the fulness of this day's mystery hast com- 
pleted the hidden work of the Paschal solem- 
nity,) grant, we beseech Thee, that having 
been made the sons of Thine adoption, we 
may obtain that peace which our Lord Jesus 
Christ left unto us when He came to Thee ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Leonine. 

O God, Who wast pleased to send on Thy 
disciples the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, in 
the burning fire of Thy love, grant to Thy 
people to be fervent in the unity of faith; 
that evermore abiding in Thee p , they may 

p Orig. in Tua semper manentes. 
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be found both steadfast in faith and active 
in work; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Gelasian. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, let the power 
of the Holy Spirit be present with us ; that it 
may both mercifully cleanse our hearts, and 
protect us from all adversities; through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. — Gelasian. 

May the Spirit, the Paraclete, Lord, 
Who proceedeth from Thee, illuminate our 
minds, and, as Thy Son hath promised, lead 
us into all truth; through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. — Gelasian. 

May the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, O 
Lord, cleanse our hearts, and make them 
fruitful with its plenteous dew; through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. — Gelasian. 

O Lord, the Saviour and Guardian of such 
as fear Thee, turn away from Thy Church the 
deceitful allurements of this world's wisdom ; 
that under the teaching of Thy Spirit, we 
may find pleasure in the prophetic delinea- 
tions and the apostolic instructions, rather 
than in the terms of philosophy; lest the 
vanity of falsehoods should deceive those 
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whom the teaching of truth illuminates ; 
through our Lord Jesus Christ q . — GeUman. 

Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, 
that we who celebrate the solemnity of the 
gift of the Holy Ghost, may be enkindled 
with heavenly desires, and thirst for the foun- 
tain of life ; through Jesus Christ Thy Son 
our Lord, Who with Thee, &c. — Gregorian, 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, let the Holy 
Spirit enkindle in us that fire which our 
Lord Jesus Christ sent upon the earth, and 
ardently desired that it should be enkindled ; 
Who with Thee, &c Gregorian. 



VII. ON THE SECOND COMING OF OUR LORD. 

We beseech Thee, Almighty God, to purify 
our consciences by Thy daily visitation ; that 
when Thy Son our Lord cometh, He may find 
in us a mansion prepared for Himself; through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. — Gelasian. 

Make us, we beseech Thee, O Lord our 
God, watchful and heedful in awaiting the 

* " In Dominica Octavorum Pentecosten." This Sunday was 
not dedicated to the Holy Trinity until long after S- Gelasius' 
time. But some reference to the mystery of the Trinity, Mar- 
tene says, is very common in old offices for this day. 
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coming of Thy Son Christ our Lord; that 
when He shall come and knock, He may find 
us not sleeping in sins, but awake and re- 
joicing in His praises ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Gelasian. 

We beseech Thee, Almighty God, let our 
souls enjoy this their desire, to be enkindled 
by Thy Spirit ; that being filled, as lamps, by 
the Divine gift, we may shine like blazing 
lights before the presence of Thy Son Christ 
at His coming; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. — Oelasian. 

"We beseech Thee, O Lord our God, let us 
all rejoice with upright hearts, being gathered 
together in the unity of faith ; that at the 
coming of Thy Son our Saviour, we may go 
forth undented to meet Him, in the company 
of His saints ; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord Gelasian. 

O Lord God, Father Almighty, purify the 
secrets of our hearts, and mercifully wash out 
all the stains of sin ; and grant, Lord, that 
being cleansed from our crimes by the bene- 
diction of Thy tenderness, we may without any 
terror await the fearful and terrible coming of 
Jesus Christ ourLord.-- Galilean Sacramentary . 
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O GOD, Who restorest human nature to a 
higher than its original dignity, look on the 
ineffable mystery of Thy loving-kindness; 
and in those whom Thou hast been pleased 
to renew by the mysteries of regeneration, 
preserve the gifts of Thy perpetual grace 
and blessing ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Gelasian. 

O God, Who openest the entrance of the 
kingdom of heaven to those only who are 
born again of water and the Holy Spirit, in- 
crease evermore on Thy servants the gifts 
of Thy grace; that they who have been 
cleansed from all sins may not be defrauded 
of any promises; through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. — Gelasian. 

O God, Who hast renewed in the font of 
Baptism those that believe on Thee, vouch- 
safe to the regenerate in Christ such pre- 
serving grace, that they may not lose the 
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grace of Thy benediction by any incursion of 
error; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Ge~ 
lasian. 

O God, Who restorest us unto eternal life 
by Christ's resurrection, fulfil the ineffable 
mystery of Thy loving- kindness ; that when 
our Saviour shall come in His majesty, as 
Thou hast made us to be regenerated in Bap- 
tism, so Thou mayest make us to be clothed 
with a blessed immortality ; through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. — Gelasian. 

O God, by Whom redemption cometh to us, 
and adoption is bestowed, look upon the 
works of Thy mercy ; that unto those who 
are regenerated in Christ may be vouchsafed 
both an eternal inheritance and a true free- 
dom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Ge- 
lasian, 

Almighty and everlasting God, bring us 
to the fellowship of heavenly joys ; that Thou 
mayest vouchsafe an entrance into Thy king- 
dom to those that are born again of the Holy 
Ghost, and that the lowly flock may reach 
that place whither the mighty Shepherd hath 
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gone before ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Gelasian. 

Hear us, O Almighty God; and as Thou 
hast bestowed on Thy family the perfect grace 
of Baptism, so do Thou dispose their hearts to 
the attainment of eternal bliss ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. — Gelasian. 

Mat Thy servants, O Lord, who have been 
called to Thy grace, be unceasingly protected 
by Thy help ; that they who have been re- 
generated in divine Baptism, may never be 
plucked away from the power of Thy king- 
dom ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gothic. 

O God, by Whom redemption and adoption 
are bestowed upon us, raise up unto Thyself 
the hearts of Thy believing people ; that all 
who have been regenerated in holy Baptism 
may apprehend in their minds what they 
have received in the mysteries ; through Je- 
sus Christ our Lord. — Old Galilean Missal. 

O Lord God Almighty, Who hast com- 
manded Thy servants to be born again of 
water and the Holy Ghost, preserve in them 
the holy Baptism which they have received, 
and be pleased to perfect it unto the hallow. 
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ing of Thy Name ; that Thy grace may ever 
increase upon them, and that what they have 
already received by Thy gift, they may guard 
by integrity of life.— Gallican Sacramentary . 

O G-od, Who hast bestowed on Thy servant 
by holy Baptism redemption from his sins, 
and the life of regeneration ; do Thou, O 
Lord God, grant the brightness of Thy face 
to shine for ever on his heart. Preserve the 
shield of his faith safe from the lying-in- wait 
of the adversaries; the "robe of incorruption, 
which he has put on, clean and unpolluted ; 
and the spiritual seal of grace untouched and 
inviolate ; Thou being reconciled to him and 
us, according to the multitude of Thy mer- 
cies ; — for blessed and glorified is Thy vener- 
able and majestic Name of Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of 
ages. Amen. — From the Baptismal Bites of 
the Eastern Church* 

O Lord our God, our Master, who by the 
font of Baptism dost illuminate the baptized 
with heavenly radiance, who hast vouchsafed 
to Thy servant, (recently illuminated,) by wa- 
ter and the Spirit, remission of his sins, volun- 
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tary and involuntary ; lay Thy mighty hand 
upon him, and protect him with the power of 
Thy goodness ; preserve him from losing the 
earnest of glory, and be pleased to bring him 
to eternal life and to Thy good pleasure ; — for 
Thou art our sanctification, and to Thee we 
render glory, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Ibid, 

Him who hath put on Christ our God, do 
Thou preserve, as an invincible wrestler, 
against the vain assaults of his adversaries 
and ours; and grant that all they who are 
adorned with the incorruptible crown may be 
victorious even unto the end ; — for it is Thine 
to pity and to save, and to Thee we render 
glory, with Thine unbegotten Father, and 
Thy most holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Ibid. 

[ With slight alterations, any of these Prayers mil 
serve for a Baptismal birthday."] 
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TAKE away from us, we beseech Thee, O 
Lord, all our iniquities, and the spirit of pride 
and arrogance, which Thou resistest, and fill 
us with the spirit of fear, and give us a con- 
trite and humbled heart, which Thou dost not 
despise, — that we may be enabled with pure 
minds to enter into the holy of holies; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.— Mozarahic. 

O God the Father, Who in Thy great and 
ineffable love to man didst send Thy Son into 
the world, to bring back the wandering sheep, 
turn not away Thy face from us when we ap- 
proach this Thy tremendous and unbloody 
Sacrifice ; for we trust not to our righteous- 
ness, but to Thy gracious compassion, whereby 
Thou dost redeem our race. — Liturgy of S. 
James. 

O Lord God our Master, reject me not, 
though defiled by a multitude of sins, for, 
behold, I approach to this Thy divine and 
heavenly Mystery. Not as being worthy, but v 
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looking only to Thy goodness, I lift up my 
voice unto Thee. God, be merciful to me 
a sinner. . I have sinned against Heaven and 
before Thee, and I am not worthy to look 
upon this Thy holy and spiritual Table, where- 
on Thine only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ is r mystically set forth as a Sacrifice 
for me a sinner, for one stained with every 
defilement. — Liturgy ofS. James. 

Loed our God, the Bread of Meaven, the 
Life of the world, I have sinned against 
Heaven and before Thee, and am not worthy 
to partake of Thine immaculate Mysteries ; — 
but in Thy divine tenderness do Thou vouch- 
safe me by Thy grace to partake of Thy holy 
Body and precious Blood, without condemna- 
tion, unto remission of sins and eternal life. 
Liturgy of S.James, 

O God the Father of heaven, have mercy 
wpon us, 

O God the Son, Redeemer of the world. 
O God the Holy Spirit. 
Holy Trinity, one God. 

r This is said anticipatively ; for this prayer comes first in 
the service. Compare the words, "take this Holy Sacrament 
to your comfort," in the English Liturgy. 
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Help us, God our Saviour. 

From the dominion of all vices, good Lord 
deliver us. 

From blindness of heart. 

From all evil. 

We sinners, do beseech Thee to hear us. 

That Thou spare us; we beseech Thee to 
hear us. 

That Thou give us a sure hope. 

That Thou vouchsafe us a right faith. 

That Thou bestow on us perfect love. 

That Thou mortify in us the loathsome 
forms of all vices. 

That Thou quicken us with the excellency 
of all virtues. 

That by Thine Incarnation Thou wouldest 
open for us an entrance into the holy of holies. 

That by this most holy Mystery Thou 
wouldest renew our souls and bodies. 

That by it Thou wouldest purify our con- 
sciences. 

That Thou suffer not this tremendous Mys- 
tery to become our condemnation. 

That we may handle with pure hands this 
ineffable Sacrament. 

That we may receive it with pure minds. 
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That by it we may obtain pardon of all 
sins. 

That by it we may be able evermore to 
cleave unto Thee. . 

That by it we may be thought worthy to 
have Thee dwelling in us, and ourselves to 
dwell in Thee. 

That it may please Thee to pour into our 
hearts the grace of the Holy Spirit. 

That it may please Thee to preserve the 
Christian people who have been redeemed by 
Thy most precious Blood. 

That Thou vouchsafe us a place of repent- 
ance 8 . 

We give thanks to Thee, Lord God, 
Father Almighty, together with Thy Son our 
Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ, and the 
Holy Spirit; and we offer unto Thee this 
reasonable and unbloody service, which all 
nations offer unto Thee, Lord, from the 
rising of the sun unto the going down thereof, 
from the north and from the south; — for 
great is Thy Name in all nations, and in 
every place incense and sacrifice and oblation 

i • From a Litany in Martene, i. 568, originally edited by Card. 
/Bona, from Card. Chigi's MS. of the tenth century. 
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are offered unto Thy holy Name*. — Liturgy 
of S. Mark. 

Receive, Lord, we beseech Thee, the 
sacrifices of our worship ; and by the glorious 
oblation purify the hearts of those that are 
subject unto Thee. — Leonine, 

Send forth, Lord, we beseech Thee, the 
Holy Spirit, to make these present offerings 
Thy Sacrament unto us, and purify our hearts 
for its reception. — Leonine. 

Sifter Conservation. 

This is verily and indeed the Body and 
Blood of Emmanuel our God. — Coptic Liturgy 
of8.Ba8il. 

Holy Things for holy Persons. There is 
one Holy, one Lord Jesus Christ, to the glory 
of God the Father, to Whom be glory for ever 
and ever. Thou Who earnest into [the world 
to save sinners, of whom I am chief — I confess 
to Thee; remember me, Lord, in Thy king- 
dom. — Liturgy ofS. Chrysostom. 

We Thy servants, O Lord, bow down our 
necks before Thy holy Altar, awaiting Thv, tv<^ 

* Malachi i. 11. Cf. S. Iren. iv. VI % «sA Vas5u ^ax\.. ^^ 
b. 41. See Lyra Innoc. p. 309, 1st e&. 
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mercies. Send forth upon us, Lord, Thine 
abundant grace and benediction, and hallow 
our souls and bodies and spirits, that we may 
be made worthy communicants of Thy holy 
Mysteries, unto remission of sins and eternal 
life. — Liturgy of S. James. 

Gkant, O Lord, that our bodies may be 
sanctified by Thy holy Body, and our souls 
purified by Thine atoning Blood, and that 
they may avail for the pardon of our offences 
and remission of our sins. Glory be to Thee 
for ever, O Lord God. — Syrian Liturgy of 
S. James 11 . 

Unto Thee we commend our whole life 
and hope, O Lord, the Lover of men, and be- 
seech, and pray , f and entreat Thee to grant 
that we may partake of Thy heavenly and 
awful Mysteries from this holy and spiritual 
Table with a pure conscience, unto remission 
of sins, and pardon of transgressions, and 
communion of the Holy Spirit, and inherit- 
ance of the kingdom of heaven, and confi- 
dence towards Thee, and not to judgment nor 
condemnation. — Liturgy ofS. Chrysostom. 

u Compare our Prayer of Access. 
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O God, Who of Thy deep and ineffable love 
to man hast condescended to the weakness of 
Thy servants, and made us partakers of this 
heavenly Table ; condemn not us sinners after 
the reception of Thy spotless Mysteries, but 
guard us, of Thy goodness, in the sanctifi- 
cation of the Holy Spirit; that being made 
holy, we may find our portion and inheritance 
with all the saints who have pleased Thee 
from the beginning, in the light of Thy coun- 
tenance, through the mercies of Thine only- 
begotten Son our Lord God and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. — Liturgy of S. James, 

We thank Thee, loving Master, Benefactor 
of our souls, for having this day admitted 
us to Thy heavenly and immortal Mysteries. 
Guide our path aright; establish us in Thy 
fear; watch over our life; make safe our 
goings. — Liturgy qfS. Chrysostom. 

Thou hast given us, O Lord, sanctification 

>y the Communion of the most holy Body 

nd precious Blood of Thine only-begotten 

on; grant us the grace and gift of Thy 

bly Spirit, and keep us uto^t^^^ ^ > ^ &R "» 

d lead us on to peifecft. *tog&«* «s&. x ^ 
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demption, and eternal joys to come. — Liturgy 
of S.Mark. 

What blessing, or what praise, or what 
thanksgiving, can we render to Thee, O God, 
the Lover of men, for that when we were cast 
away by the doom of death, and drowned in 
the depth of sin, Thou hast granted us free- 
dom, and bestowed on us this immortal and 
heavenly food, and manifested to us this Mys- 
tery hid from ages and from generations? 
Grant us to understand this Thy supreme act 
of mercy, and the greatness of Thy benignity 
and Fatherly care for us. — Coptic Liturgy of 
S. Cyril. 

Lead us not into temptation, since we have 
been partakers of the holy Body and precious 
Blood. And we thank Thee that Thou hast 
made us meet communicants of the Mystery 
of glory and holiness which passeth all un- 
derstanding. — Ethiopic. 

Light of Light, and God of God, Who didst 

bow Thy holy heavens, and descend to earth 

for the salvation of the world, out of Thy love 

of man ; extend Thine Almighty right hand, 

'and send out Thy blessings on us all. Hallow 

O- — o 
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our bodies and souls by this Sacrifice which 
we have received, and guide our steps into 
the paths of righteousness, that we may be- 
have ourselves according to Thy will, and ob- 
serve Thy commandments and do them all 
the days of our life, and come to a blessed 
end, and sing a ceaseless hymn with Thy 
saints to Thee, and Thy Father, and Thy 
Holy Spirit. — IAtwrgy of Dioscorus. 

Potjb down upon us, O Lord, the Spirit of 
Thy love, that Thou mayest preserve in the 
same piety those whom Thou hast satisfied 
with the same heavenly Bread. — Leonine. 

m 

May this Communion cleanse us from guilt, 
and grant us to be partakers of the joy of 
heaven. — Leonine. 

"We have received, O Lord, the glorious 
Mysteries — whereby may it please Thee to 
make us partakers of things heavenly, while 
we are dwelling on the earth. — Leonine. 

Gbant, O Lord, that what we have taken 
with our mouth we may receive with our soul, 
and let that which has been a texa^-t^x^ ^^n, 
become to us an everlastm^TeHVfe&j % — "L«ofiww»*N 
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Haying received life by the refreshment 
of the most holy Body and Blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, we humbly beseech Thee, O 
God, that by this transcendent remedy Thou 
wouldest both cleanse us from the contagion 
of all sins, and fortify us against the incursion 
of all dangers. —Leonine. 

Mat Thy Table, O God, set us free from 
earthly delights, and ever supply us with 
celestial food. — Gelasian. 

Mat the vices of our hearts be overcome 
by this Medicine, which came to heal the 
diseases of our mortal nature. — Gelasian. 

ALMiaHTT and everlasting God, preserve 
the works of Thy mercy, and pour into our 
hearts the sweetness of the Body and Blood 
of Thine only-begotten Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. — Gelasian. 

Deliveb us from evil, Lord Jesu Christ ! 
We eat Thy Body, which was crucified for us, 
and we drink Thy Blood, which was shed for 
us : may Thy holy Body prove our salva- 
tion, and Thy holy Blood the forgiveness 
of our sins, both now and for ever. — Gothic 
' fiSbufA Galilean). 

O <S 
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Being fed with heavenly Food, and re- 
freshed with the eternal Cup, let us give un- 
ceasing thanks and praise to the Lord our 
God, entreating that we, who have spiritually 
received the most holy Body of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, may he freed from carnal vices 
and be made spiritual. — Gothic. 

O God, Who art eternal salvation, and in- 
estimable blessedness, grant, we beseech Thee, 
to all Thy servants, that we who have received 
things holy and blessed, may be enabled to be 
holy and blessed evermore. — Gothic. 

4 

Look upon us, O Lord, Who wiliest us 
both to feed on Thy Body and to become 
Thy Body v ; grant that what we have re- 
ceived may avail for remission of our sins: 
and may the divine sustenance, constituted 
by Thy benediction, so unite itself to our 
souls, that the flesh being subdued to the 
spirit, may obey,- and not rebel. — Gallican. 

Believing that we have received from the 
holy Altar the Body and Blood of Christ our 
Lord and God, let us pray to the Unity of 



» The life of the Church, as Christ's Bo&s mi^^N&^sN^ 
by the Sacramental Communion ot "Hia "Bo^j «&&.T2&s*^». 
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the Blessed Trinity, that it may be granted to 
us evermore, in fulness of faith, to hunger and 
thirst after righteousness ; and that we, being 
strengthened with the grace of the saying 
Food, may so do His work, that we may pos- 
sess the Sacrament which we have received, 
not for judgment, but for healing, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. — Galilean. 

Preserve in us, O Lord, the gift of Thy 
grace; that by the power and virtue of the 
Eucharist which we have received, we may 
be fortified against all evils of this life and 
of the life to come. — Liturgy published by 
Matthias Flaccus Ilh/ricus in 1557 w . 

I give Thee thanks, O Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty, everlasting God, Who hast refreshed 
me with the most holy Body and Blood of 
Thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord ; and I pray 
that this Sacrament of my salvation, which I, 
unworthy sinner, have received, may not turn 
to my judgment nor condemnation, according 
to my deserts, but to the profit of my body 
and soul, unto life eternal.— Sarum. 



/ 



w Supposed by Mabillon and Martene to be a Pontifical Missa, 
according to the Roman rite, arranged for some monastic 
church. 
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PRAYERS BEFORE SERVICE. 

O life-giving Master, and Bestower of 
good things, Who hast given unto men the 
Blessed Hope of everlasting life, our Lord 
Jesus Christ ; grant us to perform this divine 
service unto Thee in holiness, that we may 
enjoy the blessedness to come; and being 
evermore guarded by Thy power, and guided 
into the light of truth, may continually render 
unto Thee all glory and thanksgiving. — Liturgy 
of 8. James, 

Holy, Most High, Awful, Who dwellest in 
the holy place, make us holy, and bring us 
near to Thee, and cleanse us from all defile- 
ment, that we may perform the worship of our 
fathers in Thy fear; for Thou art He that 
blesses and hallows all things, — Idtwc<$$ °$ 
. 8. Mark. 
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Lord God, of might inconceivable, of glory 
incomprehensible, of mercy immeasurable, of 
benignity ineffable ; do Thou, O Master, look 
down upon us in Thy tender love, and shew 
forth, towards us and those who pray with us, 
Thy rich mercies and compassions. — Liturgy 
of 8. Chrysostom. 

O benignant King of ages and Master of 
all creation, receive Thy Church approaching 
Thee through Christ; fulfil for each of us 
what is good for him; bring us all to per- 
fection, and make us meet for the grace of 
Thy sanctification, uniting us together in Thy 
holy Church, which Thou hast purchased 
with the precious blood of Thine Only-be- 
gotten Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ; with Whom, and with Thine all- 
holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, Thou art 
blessed and glorified for ever. — Liturgy of 
S. James. 



/ 
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PRAYERS AFTER SERVICE. 

O God, Who hast sounded in our ears Thy 
divine and saving oracles, enlighten the souls 
of us sinners to the full understanding of what 
has been spoken, that we may not only ap- 
pear to be hearers of spiritual words, but also 
doers of good works, following after faith un- 
feigned, blameless life, and irreproachable 
conduct ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — 
Liturgy of S. James x . 

1 Lord and Master, Jesu Christ, Co- eternal 
Word of the Father, made like us in all but 
sin, for the salvation of our race ; enable us to 
be not only hearers of Thine oracles, but also 
doers of the word, and to bring forth good 
fruit, thirty-fold and an hundred-fold, that 
we may attain the kingdom of heaven : and 
speedily may Thy compassion overtake us; 
for in Thee are our glad tidings, O Saviour 
and Guardian of our souls and bodies, and 
to Thee we ascribe all glory. — IAtwgy of 
S. Mark. 

* This prayer and the one that follows it vte yk& JvaoA \jw3«t% 
in the originals. 
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Regard, O Lord, the prayers of Thy family, 
and grant Thine aid to their humble supplica- 
tions ; that, by means of the assistance which 
they require, they may persevere in the con- 
fession of Thy Name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Leonine. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, let the earnest 
desire of Thine obedient people move Thy 
pity, and let their faithful supplication obtain 
Thy mercy ; that what they cannot claim by 
merits they may receive by the abundance of 
Thy pardon ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
— Leonine. 

O God of heavenly powers, Who givest 
more than we ask or deserve; grant, we be- 
seech Thee, that what we cannot have by 
reliance on our own deserts may be granted 
to us by Thy mercy; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Leonine y. 

May Thy perpetual gifts, O Lord, be con- 
firmed to Thy faithful servants, that in re- 

y This seems to be the original form of that Gelasian Collect 
which we use on the Twelfth Sunday after Trinity. Here 
merer* has clearly the sense of ' deserving.' 
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ceiving them they may seek Thee, and in 
seeking Thee may endlessly receive them; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Oelcman. 

Bless, O Lord, Thy family in heavenly 
places 2 , and fill them with Thy spiritual gifts ; 
grant them love, joy, peace, patience, good- 
ness, gentleness, hope, faith, chastity; that 
being replenished with all Thy gifts, they may 
attain their desire of coming safe unto Thee ; 
through our Lord. — Oelasian. 

We beseech Thee, Lord, open Thy hea- 
vens, open our eyes: from thence may Thy 
gifts descend to us ; from hence may our 
hearts look back to Thee. May Thy throne 
be laid open to us, while we receive the bene- 
fits which we implore ; may our mind be laid 
open to Thee, while we render the service 
which is enjoried to us. Look down from 
heaven, Lord, behold and visit this vine 
which Thy right hand hath planted. Strengthen 
the weak, relieve the contrite, confirm the 
strong. Build them up in love, cleanse them 
with purity, enlighten them with wisdara^, 

o 
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keep them with mercy. Lord Jesus, Good 
Shepherd, "Who didst lay down Thy life for 
the sheep, defend the purchase of Thy Blood. 
Feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, 
seek for the lost, convert the wandering, bind 
up that which is broken. Put forth Thine own 
hand from heaven, and touch the head of each 
one (here). May they feel the touch of Thy 
hand, and receive the joy of the Holy Spirit, 
that they may remain blessed for evermore. — 
From the Benedictionale of S. HJthelwold*. 

• In the " ArchaBologia," vol. xxiv. He was Bishop of Win- 
chester, a.d. 963—984. 
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FOR REPENTANCE AND CONVERSION. 

Almighty and everlasting God, convert us 
with our whole souls to Thyself ; that as Thou 
vouchsafest such good gifts to the undeserving, 
Thou mayest bestow yet greater on the devout ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Leonine. 

Almighty and everlasting God, convert 
our minds, we beseech Thee, to deeds which 
shall be pleasing in Thy sight ; that Thy re- 
buke may not prove, by our neglect, a greater 
cause of punishment, but, by our amendment, 
a Fatherly admonition ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Leonine. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, convert all our 
hearts unto Thyself, that we, abstaining from 
things which offend Thee, may feel Thy mercy, 
and not Thy wrath ; through Jesus Chr\s& wss. 
Lord. — Leonine. 
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eternal Father, convert our hearts unto 
Thyself ; for nothing needful shall be lacking 
to those whom Thou shalt enable to be de- 
voted to thy worship ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Leonine. 

We beseech Thee, Almighty God, look not 
upon the multitude of our wickednesses ; but 
draw away our weakness from sin, and guide 
the wills of Thy servants to what is right; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Leonine. 

• 

Lobd our God, Whose compassion is the 
first cause of our fearing and loving Thy 
Name, mercifully pour (Thy grace) into our 
hearts, that we, casting away what displeases 
Thee, may be united to Thee with an honest 
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — 
Leonine. 

• 

Almighty and everlasting God, by Whom 
that begins to be which was not, and that 
which lay hid is made visible, cleanse away 
the folly of our heart, and purify us from our 
secret vices ; that we may be able to serve 
Thee, O Lord, with a pure mind; through 
/Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gelasian. 

o . : — -o 



o o 

I FOR REPENTANCE AND CONVERSION. 55 

O God, the Comforter of the humble, and 
the Strength of the faithful, be merciful to 
Thy supplicants ; that human weakness, which 
by itself is prone to fall, may be evermore 
supported by Thee to stand upright ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gelasian. 



FOR PARDON. 

O God, if Thou shouldest determine to 
render to us what we deserve, we must sooner 
perish than endure our deserved punishment ; 
we therefore pray Thee mercifully to forgive 
our wanderings ; and that we may be able to 
be converted to Thy commandments, do Thou 
go before us with abundant mercy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. — Leonine. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, in Thy forgiv- 
ing love, turn away what we deserve for our 
sins, nor let our offences prevail before Thee, 
but let Thy mercy alway rise up to overcome 
them ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — 
Leonine. 

O God, Who suffered no\. ^Qn& dBsEwSsse^ 
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/ 



should perish without being enabled to be 
converted and live b , we beseech Thee to sus- 
pend the vengeance due to our sins, and 
mercifully grant that no dissembling on our 
part may increase our punishment, but rather 
that amendment may avail for our pardon; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Leonine. 

Be present, O Lord, to our supplications ; 
nor let Thy merciful clemency be far away 
from Thy servants . Heal our wounds, for- 
give our sins, that being severed from Thee 
by no iniquities, we may be able evermore to 
cleave to Thee our Lord. — Oelasian. 

Thou Who didst bring home the lost sheep 
to the fold on Thy shoulders, Who wast ap- 
peased by the prayers and confession of the 
publican, do Thou, O Lord, be favourable also 
to Thy servants, do Thou graciously attend to 
their prayers. — Oelasian. 

b Orig., " qui delinquents perire non pateris, donee conver- 
tantnr et yiyant." 

c Orig., " ab hoc famulo tuo :" the prayer being one said over 

a penitent. A similar change has been made in several prayers 

of this kind. This is sanctioned, indeed, by another form of 

this same prayer in the third book of the " Gelasian Sacra- 

mentary, " which uses the first person plural. Marat. L 708. 
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Mat Thy mercy, O Lord, we beseech Thee, 
be beforehand with Thy servants, and all their 
iniquities be blotted out by Thy speedy par- 
don ; through Jesus Christ our Lord.— Oela- 
sian. 

O God, the most gracious Maker and most 
merciful Restorer of mankind, Who, when 
man, by the envy of the Devil d , was cast 
down from eternal life, didst redeem him with 
the Blood of Thine Only Son; give life to 
Thy servants, whose death Thou dost in no 
wise desire ; and as Thou dost not leave them 
when they are astray, so do Thou receive 
them when they are brought back. Let the 
sorrowful sighings of Thy servants move Thy 
pity. Do Thou heal their wounds ; do Thou 
extend Thy saving hand to the prostrate, lest 
Thy Church should be despoiled of any por- 
tion of her body ; lest Thy flock should suffer 
loss ; lest those who were born again in the 
salutary laver should be possessed by the 
second death. Spare Thou those who con- 
fess ; that in this mortal life they may, by Thy 
help, so mourn over their sins, that in the day 

d Wisdom, ii. S4. 
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of the dreadful judgment they may escape the 
sentence of eternal damnation, and may know 
neither the terrors of the darkness nor the 
fury of the flame e ; and that having returned 
from the path of error to the way of righte- 
ousness, they may be pierced with no more 
wounds, but may retain in fulness and per- 
petuity both what Thy grace hath vouchsafed, 
and what Thy mercy hath restored ; through 
the same our Lord Jesus Christ. — From a 
Gelasian grayer as developed in the Gre- 
gorian book*. 

O God, beneath Whose eyes every heart 
trembles, and all consciences are afraid; be 
merciful to the groanings of all, and heal the 
wounds of all ; that as not one of us is free 
from fault, so not one may be shut out from 
pardon; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — 
Gelasian. 



• " Quod stridet in flammis." This expression occurs in the 
Commendation of a dying soul, composed by Peter Damian, 
and adopted by the Roman Church. See a translation of it in 
Williams on the Passion, p. 441. 

' Very widely used in the Western Church : see extracts 
from the Pontifical of Archbishop Egbert of York, (circ. 750,) 
and other Ritoala, in Martene, i. 767, seqq. 
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Almighty and merciful God, Who wiliest 
not the souls of sinners to perish, but their 
faults ; restrain the anger which we deserve, 
and pour out upon us the clemency which we 
entreat, that through Thy mercy we may pass 
from mourning into joy ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Oelasian. 



We beseech Thee, Lord, in Thy cle- 
mency, to shew us Thine unspeakable mercy ; 
that Thou mayest both set us free from our 
sins, and rescue us from the punishments 
which for our sins we deserve ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lords. — Gelasian. 

God, Who purifiest the hearts of those 
who confess to Thee, and absolvest from all 
bonds of iniquity those who accuse their own 
consciences ; give pardon to the guilty, and 
vouchsafe healing to the wounded, that they 
may receive remission of all sins, and abide 
henceforth in sincere devotion h , and sustain 



■ Anciently used in the Sarum Litany, and in the English 
Litany of 1544. 

b Another form of this prayer adds here,* "vcl T^ w«v 
ments," and reads, " the consciences ^\&Ok«j^x^^*^^*^ ,K * 
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no loss of everlasting redemption; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gelasian, 

O God the Trinity, Whose Name is in- 
effable, Who purifiest the cavern of man's 
heart from vices, and makest it whiter than 
the snow ; bestow on us Thy compassions ; 
renew in our inward parts, we pray Thee, 
Thy Holy Spirit, by Whom we may be able 
to shew forth Thy praise ; that being strength- 
ened with the righteous and princely Spirit, 
we may be enabled 1 to find our place in the 
heavenly Jerusalem; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Galilean. 

O God, Who desirest not the death, but 
the repentance of sinners, reject not from Thy 
tender love my wretched self, a frail sinner ; 
nor look to my sins and crimes, and my un- 
clean and base thoughts, whereby I am wo- 
fully disunited from Thy will ; but look Thou 
to Thine own mercy. — From an old Missa 
annexed to the Gregorian Boole in the Bene- 
dictine Edition. 



/ 



1 Mereamur. This prayer (in Martene, L 784) should be used 
In connection with the Miserere. 
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Receiye my confession, O my only Hope 
of Salvation, Jesu Christ, my Lord and God. 
For in .... I am lost, and altogether in 
thought, word, and deed, and in all evils, 
I am overwhelmed. Thou Who justifiest the 
ungodly and quickenest the dead, Lord my 
God, justify me and revive me. Save me, 
O Lord, King of eternal glory, Who canst 
save. Grant me to will and to do, and to 
accomplish, what is pleasing to Thee, and 
profitable to myself ; give me aid in distress, 
consolation in persecution, and strength in all 
temptation ; vouchsafe me pardon for past 
evils, amendment of present evils, and be 
pleased to send me protection against evils to 
come. Thine it is to give the sinner a stricken 
heart and a fountain of tears. It is mine, 
if Thou shalt vouchsafe it, to weep for my 
sins ; it is Thine to efface them speedily, as a 
cloud. I beseech Thee, O Lord, to forget my 
sins, and to remember Thy mercies. O Christ, 
spare me, pity me, not according to my de- 
serts, but according to Thy mercy. Do not 
despise me a sinner. Do not cast me away, 
but receive me according to Thy word.>tka*»\. 
may live, and not be disappoVateo. olra^&ss^ 

/ 
O 
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Give me a fountain of tears, O Fountain of 
life. My hope of salvation is in no works 
of mine ; but my soul hangs simply on the 
boundlessness of Thy love, and confides in the 
multitude of Thy mercy. — From the Missal 
first published by Matthias lllyricus, 1557. 



FOR HUMILITY. 



Almighty and everlasting God, Who re- 
sistest the proud, and givest grace to the 
humble ; grant, we beseech Thee, that we 
may not exalt ourselves, and provoke Thine 
indignation, but bow down and receive the 
gifts of Thy mercy ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Leonine. 



FOR FAITH. 



We beseech Thee, O Lord, in Thy com- 
passion, increase Thy faith in us ; because 
Thou wilt not deny the aid of Thy loving- 
J kindness to those on whom Thou bestowest a 
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stedfast belief in Thee ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Leonine. 

Grant us, O Lord, we pray Thee, to trust 
in Thee with all our heart ; seeing that as 
Thou dost alway resist the proud who confide 
in their own strength, so Thou dost not for- 
sake those who make their boast of Thy 
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — 
Leonine. 

Confirm, O Lord, in our minds the myste- 
ries of the true faith, that as we confess Very 
God and Man to have been conceived of the 
Virgin, so by the power of His saving Resur- 
rection we may be enabled to attain to eternal 
joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gre- 
gorian. 



FOR LOVE. 



O God, Who hast taught Thy Church to 
keep all Thy heavenly commandments by 
loving Thy Godhead and our neighbour ^ x 
grant us the spirit of pe&ra wA ^y»Rfc* , S&»*C\ 



S PABTICULAIL GRACES. 

Thine universal family may be both devotee 
to Thee with their whole heart, and nnited fa 

each other with a pure will ; through Jesui 
Christ our Lord. — Leonine. 

Coni-iem, O Lord, we pray Thee, the heart 
of Thy children, and strengthen them witl 
the power of Thy grace ; that they may botl 
be devout in prayer to Thee, and sincere ir 
love for each other ; through Jesus Christ oui 
Lord. — Leonine. 

O God, Who makest all things profitable 
to them that love Thee, grant to our hearts an 
invincible power k of love, that the desire; 
which have been conceived by Thine inspira- 
tion, may not be changed by any temptation : 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gelation. 

O God, the Bestower of peace, and the 

Lover of charity, grant to Thy servants a true 
agreement with Thy will, that we may be 
delivered from all the temptations which 
attack us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — 
Gelation. 

k ZFecivm. Ferbape it should be affectum. 
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FOR HEAVENLY MINDEDNESS. 

Almighty and merciful God, unto Whose 
everlasting blessedness we ascend, not by the 
frailty of the flesh, but by the activity of the 
soul ; make us ever, by Thine inspiration, to 
seek after the courts of the heavenly city, 
and, by Thy mercy, confidently to enter them ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.— Leonine, 

Grant us, Lord, not to mind earthly 
things, but to love things heavenly ; and even 
now, while we are placed among things that 
are passing away, to cleave to those that shall 
abide ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Leo- 
nine, 



FOR PEACE. 



Etebnal Son, Who abidest for ever, con- 
substantial with the Father, equal to Him as 
enthroned and as Creator ; Thou, without being 
changed, didst assujne our flesh, and being 
made Man, like unto us in all but sin, wast x 
made our Mediator with. \ta& "SsSasst. T ^<s^\^ 

O 



<J 



o o 

66 PRAYERS FOR PARTICULAR GRACES. 

hast broken down the partition wall, and hast 
reconciled the earthly with the heavenly, and 
made of twain one, by Thine Incarnation. 
Thou saidst to Thy holy Apostles and Dis- 
ciples, "My peace I give unto you;" grant 
us now that peace, O Lord. — Coptic Liturgy 
ofS. Gregory Theologus 1 . 

O God of love, O Giver of concord, Who 
hast given one counsel for our profit, with a 
new commandment, through Thine Only-be- 
gotten Son, that we should love one another, 
even as Thou didst love us, the unworthy and 
the wandering, and gavest Thy beloved Son 
for our life and salvation ; we pray Thee, 
Lord, give to us Thy servants, in all time of 
our life on the earth, (but especially and pre- 
eminently now,) a mind forgetful of past ill- 
will, a pure conscience and sincere thoughts, 
and a heart to love our brethren. — Coptic 
Liturgy of S. Cyril. 

O God, Who art the unsearchable abyss of 
peace, the ineffable sea of love, the fountain 
of blessings, and the bestower of affection, 



/ 



1 This and the next three prayers are connected with the 
Kiss of Peace. 
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Who sendest peace to those that receive it ; 
open to us this day the sea of Thy love, and 
water us with plenteous streams from the 
riches of Thy grace, and from the most sweet 
springs of Thy benignity. Make us children 
of quietness, and heirs of peace. Enkindle in 
us the fire of Thy ]ove ; sow in us Thy fear ; 
strengthen our weakness by Thy power ; bind 
us closely to Thee and to each other in one 
firm and indissoluble bond of unity. — Syrian 
Clementine Liturgy. 

O God the Father, Origin of Divinity, Good 
beyond all that is good, Fair beyond all that 
is fair, in Whom is calmness, peace, and con- 
cord ; do Thou make up the dissensions which 
divide us from each other, and bring us back 
into an unity of love, which may bear some 
likeness to Thy sublime Nature. And as 
Thou art above all things, make us one by 
the unanimity of a good mind, that through 
the embrace of charity and the bonds of af- 
fection we may be spiritually one, as well in 
ourselves as in each other, through that peace 
of Thine which maketh all things nea.C£&^ 
and through the grace, mexc^, *xA \jea&sst- 
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ness of Thine only-begotten Son. — Jacobite 
Liturgy of S. Dionysius. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, to keep us in 
perpetual peace, as Thou hast vouchsafed us 
confidence in Thee; through pur Lord. — 
Gelasian m . 



I 



FOR DELIVERANCE FROM TEMPTATION. 

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully 
grant unto Thy Church, that deadly pleasures 
may be cast aside, and that it may rather 
rejoice in the gladness of Thine eternal salva- 
tion ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Leo- 
nine. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, to renew Thy 
people inwardly and outwardly, that as Thou 
wouldest not have them to be hindered by 
bodily pleasures, Thou mayest make them 
vigorous with spiritual purpose ; and refresh 
them in such sort by things transitory, that 
Thou mayest grant them rather to cleave to 
things eternal ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
— Leonine. 

m A prayer which -was to he said daily. 
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In Thy mercy and majesty, O Lord, behold 
Thy household, that they may be neither 
stained with vices of their own, nor held in 
bondage by the sins of others ; but that being 
ever freed and cleansed from both, they may 
do service unto Thee ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Leonine. 

Hear us, Lord our God, and separate the 
hearts of Thy faithful people from the wicked- 
ness of the world ; that they who call Thee 
Lord with their own voice may not fall back 
into the service of the devil ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. — Leonine. 

O God, Who didst mitigate the flames of 
fire for the three Children ; grant, we be- 
seech Thee, that we Thy servants may not be 
burned by the flame of sins ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. — Gelasian. 

O God, Who dwellest in the holy, and 
forsakest not pious hearts, deliver us from 
earthly desires and carnal appetites ; that no 
sin may reign in us, but that we may with 
free spirits serve Thee our only Lord ; through 
Jesus Christ. — Gelasian* 

O 
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FOR GUIDANCE. 

Mercifully regard, O Lord, the prayers 
of Thy family, and while they submit them- 
selves to Thee with their whole heart, do 
Thou prosper, support, encompass them ; that 
relying on Thee as their Guide, they may be 
entangled in no evils, and replenished with 
all good; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — 
Leonine. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, in Thy loving- 
kindness, set in order our life and conver- 
sation, that no adversities may prevail against 
us, and nothing salutary be wanting to us ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Leonine, 

Make us, we beseech Thee, O Lord, obe- 
dient to Thy commandments, for then shall 
all things go prosperously with us, if we fol- 
low the Author of our whole life ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gelasian. 

Grant to Thy servants, O Lord, the pardon 
of their sins, comfort in life, and perpetual 
guidance ; whereby They may faithfully serve 
Thee, and be alway enabled to attain Thy 

o o 
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mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — 
Gelcman. 



FOR SPIRITUAL JOY. . 

Let Thy perpetual mercy, O Lord, ac- 
company Thy Church ; that while it is placed 
among the storms of the world, it may both 
be refreshed with present gladness, and be- 
hold the brightness of eternal bliss ; through 
Jesus Ghrist our Lord. — Leonine. 

Graot us, we beseech Thee, O Lord our 
God, ever to rejoice in devotion to Thee ; be- 
cause our happiness is perpetual and full, if 
we are continually serving the Author of all 
good ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Leo- 
nine. 



FOR THANKFULNESS. 

O God, Who chastisest us in Thy love, and 
refreshest us amid Thy chastening; grant 
that we may ever be able to give Thee thanks 
for both; through Jesus Christ our Lord.— 
Leonine. 
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We beseech Thee, Almighty God, that the 
prosperity bestowed upon us may not lead us 
to be ashamed of Thy worship, but rather 
may alway enkindle us to render heartier 
thanks to Thee ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord . — Leonine. 



FOR RECOVERY OP LOST HAPPINESS. 

Grant, merciful God, that we who by 
violating the Divine precepts fell away from 
the happiness of Paradise, may by the keeping 
of Thy commandments regain the access to. 
eternal bliss ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
— Leonine. 



FOR ANGELIC MINISTRATION. 

O God, Who orderest things in heaven 
and earth alike for the assistance of mankind ; 
we beseech Thee that while we are labour- 
ing in the lower part of the universe, Thou 
wouldest mercifully refresh us by the pro- 
tection of Thy ministers from above ; through 
/ Jesus Christ our Lord. — Leonine. 
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FOR PERSEVERANCE. 

m 

O God, Who in Thy loving-kindness dost 
both begin and finish all good things" ; grant 
that as we glory in the beginnings of Thy 
grace, so we may rejoice in its completion ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Leonine. 

' O God, Who hast willed that the gate of 
mercy should stand open to the faithful ; look 
on us, and have mercy upon us ; that we who 
by Thy grace are following the path of Thy 
will, may never turn aside from the ways of 
life ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gela- 

Han. 

•. 

O God, Who bestowest this upon us by 
Thy grace, that we should be made righteous 
instead of ungodly, blessed instead of miser- 
able; be present to Thine own works, be 
present to Thine own gifts; that they in 
whom dwells a justifying faith may not lack 
a strong perseverance ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Old Galilean Missal. 

» See Phil. i. ft. 
I 
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FOR MERCY IN THE JUDGMENT. 

Ik that time of terror and of dread, tha£ 
time full of sadness, have pity, O Lord, on 
those who confess Thy Passion. Have Thou 
a care of those who put their trust in Thy 
love for men, and do Thou forgive their sins. 
Let Thy tenderness be stirred up for those 
who invoke Thy holy Name; nor let Thy 
grace fail us. Rebuke not the ministers of 
Thy kingdom for their filthy raiment. Let 
not the light of our lamps be put out. Let 
not Thy justice be against us. Shew the aid 
of Thy grace against our wickedness. Pour 
out the flood of Thy pity on our ungodliness, 
and wash away our sins, and efface in us 
whatever is hateful. Give us true and un- 
corrupt faith, a pure and tranquil life, high 
and holy gifts, freedom from severe tempta- 
tions, a departure with due preparation, a 
good end, richest blessings, lasting delights, 
inheritance with the saints, and confidence 
when we stand before Thine awful throne, 
because Thou art merciful and rich in bounty. 
— Syrian Clementine Liturgy, 
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Deliver me, O Lord, from eternal death, 
in that tremendous day when the heavens 
and the earth shall be shaken, when Thou 
shalt come to judge the world by fire. That 
day is a day of wrath, of calamity, and misery, 
a great day and very bitter. What shall I, * 
most wretched, say or do, when I have no 
good thing to bring before the awful Judge ? 
Now, O Christ, we appeal to Thee — we pray 
Thee, pity us : Thou Who earnest to redeem 
the lost, condemn not Thou the redeemed. — 
Sarum Office of the Dead. 
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FOR A SAINTS DAY. 



O Lord out God, multiply upon us Thy 
grace, and grant us to follow, by a holy pro- 
fession, the triumph of those whose glorious 
conflicts we celebrate; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Leonine, 

Grant, O Almighty God, that we may ever- 
more praise Thee in the commemoration of 
Thy Saints ; for Thou wilt be careful to cherish 
those whom Thou hast enabled to persevere 
in honouring Thee ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord . — Leonine. 

Almighty and everlasting God, Who hast 
enabled Thy Saints not only to believe in Thy 
Son, but also to suffer for His sake; extend 
Thy Divine aid also to our weakness, that as 
they breathed out their happy souls for the 
J hope of Thine everlasting mercy, so" we may 
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at least attain it by a sincere confession of 
Thee ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — 
Leonine. 



Almighty and everlasting God, Who 
adornest the sacred body of Thy Church by 
the confessions of holy Martyrs ; grant us, we 
pray Thee, that both by their doctrines and 
their pious example, we may follow after what 
is pleasing in Thy sight ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Leonine. 

Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, 
that the examples of Thy Saints may stir us 
up to a better life, so that we who celebrate 
their solemnities, may also imitate their ac- 
tions; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Ore- 
gorian. 

O God, Who permittest us to celebrate the 
commemoration of all Thy Saints, grant that 
we Thy servants may enjoy their fellowship 
in eternal gladness ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. — Annexed to Gregorian Sacram. ° 

• From a " Missa Communis Sanctorum," in ^y^^\Ewksscv v 
calls an " additamentum in calce cod\c\& OX&ctoroft&Ki" 
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PRAYERS FOR SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 



Almighty and everlasting God, Who dost 
enkindle the flame of Thy love in the hearts 
of the Saints, grant to our minds the same 
faith and power of love ; that as we rejoice in 
their triumphs, we may profit by their ex- 
amples; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — 
Gothic. 



FOR A FAST-DAY. 

God, Who by Thy Word dost marvel- 
lously work out the reconciliation of mankind ; 
grant, we beseech Thee, that by the holy fast 
we may both be subjected to Thee with all 
our hearts, and be united to each other in 
prayer to Thee; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. — Gelasicm. 



I 

o— 



O God, Who in Thy deep counsel and fore- 
sight for mankind, hast appointed holy fasts, 
whereby the hearts of the weak might receive 
salutary healing; do Thou purify our souls 
and bodies, Saviour of body and soul, 
loving Bestower of eternal happiness ! through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gelasicm. 



o — ( 

FOR A. FAST-DAT, &C. 79 

We beseech Thee, Lord, let Thy gracious 
favour carry us through the fast which we 
have begun ; that as we observe it by bodily 
discipline, so we may be able to fulfil it with 
sincerity of mind ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. — Gelasian. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, give a salutary 
effect to our fasting, that the mortification of 
our flesh may prove the nourishment of our 
souls ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gre- 
gorian. 

God, Who didst spare the Ninevites when 
they fasted for their sins ; we humbly beseech 
Thee that in this our fast Thou wouldest, of 
Thine accustomed mercy, vouchsafe to us also 
Thy forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. — Old Galilean Missal. 



IN TIME OP CALAMITY. 



God, Who desirest not the death, but the 
repentance, of sinners, we beseech Thee> in 
Thy loving kindness, to turn Thy people to I 
Thyself; that when they demote ^QbssawSw^ v 

6 " c 
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to Thee, Thou mayest remove the scourges 
of Thine anger; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. — Gelasian. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, give effect to 
our devout supplication, and mercifully turn 
away the famine (or the pestilence P) ; that 
the hearts of men may know that these scourges 
both proceed from Thine indignation, and 
cease by Thy compassion ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. — Gelasian. 

O God, the Maker of the universe, by 
Whose command the course of the world pro- 
ceeds; be present, in Thy goodness, to our 
prayers, and vouchsafe in our times the tran- 
quillity of peace ; that we may with unceasing 
exultation rejoice in giving praise to Thy 
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lords. — 
Gelasian, 

p Orig. " et pestilentiam famemque propitiatua adrerte." 
From an "oratio de sterilitate." 

q This collect immediately follows our second collect for 
Evensong. The Post-communion of the same Mass contains our 
second collect for Matins. Murat. i. 727. — Both our second col- 
lects are also found in the Gregorian Mass for Peace. Murat. 
ii. 203. 

/ 
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AFTER THE REMOVAL OF CALAMITIES. 

• 

Almighty and everlasting* God, Who 
healest us by chastening, and preservest us 
by pardoning; grant unto Thy suppliants, 
that we may both rejoice in the comfort of 
the tranquillity which we desired, and also 
use the gift of Thy peace for the effectual 
amendment of our lives ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Leonine. 

We humbly beseech and implore Thy 
Majesty, O Lord, that as Thou hast delivered 
us from impending dangers, so Thou wouldest 
graciously absolve us from our sins; that 
Thou mayest both bestow upon us greater 
benefits, and make us obedient to Thy com- 
mands; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — 
Gehmcm. 



FOR A BLESSING ON SOCIAL INTERCOURSE. 

O God, Who visitest the humble, and con- 
solest us by the affection of our brethren; . 
extend Thy grace to our feltaH&ft^ ^\."WV 

C 
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PRAYERS FOR. SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 



means of those in whom Thou dwellest, w« 
may feel that Thou art come to visit us : 
through Jesus Christ our Lord T .—*Gelasian. 

O God, Who makest manifest to us in Thj 
servants the signs of Thine own Presence, 
send forth upon us the spirit of love; that bj 
the coming of our brethren and fellow- servants. 
Thy bountiful grace may be increased in our- 
selves ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — 
Gelcman. 



BEFORE AND AFTER MEALS. 

Bless, O Lord, Thy gifts, which we arc 
about to receive from Thy bounty. May Thj 
gifts, O Lord, be our refreshment, and Thj 
grace our consolation ; through our Lord. 

We have been satisfied, O Lord, with Thj 
gifts and bounties. Fill us with Thy mercy 
Who art blessed, Who with the Father, &c 
— Qelarian. 

r The Gregorian reading, " fraterna dilectione," has been fol 
lowed, instead of the Gel&si&n dufnatione. Murat.i.738; ii.198 
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FOR THE CHURCH. 

Almighty and everlasting God, Who hast 
revealed Thy glory, by Christ, among all 
nations, preserve the works of Thy mercy; 
that Thy Church, which is spread throughout 
the world, may persevere with steadfast faith 
in the confession of Thy Name; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gelasian. 

O God, of unchangeable power and eternal 
light, look favourably on Thy whole Church, 
that wonderful and sacred mystery; and, by 
the tranquil operation of Thy perpetual pro- 
vidence, carry out the work of man's salva- 
tion; and let the whole world feel and see 
that things which were cast down are being 
raised up, and things wh>ch had grown old 
are being made new, and all things are re- 
turning to perfection through Him from Whom 
they took their origin ; even through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. — Qelasian, 
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O God, Who art both the Restorer an 
the Ruler of mankind; grant, we beseech 
Thee, that Thy Church may ever be increase 
by a new offspring, and grow up by the devo 
tion of all the faithful ; through Jesus Chrig 
our Lord. — Gelasian. 

O God, Who hast made all those that ar 
' born again in Christ to be a royal and priestl 
race 8 , grant us both the will and the powe 
to do what Thou commandest; that Th 
people who are called to eternal life may hav 
the same faith in their hearts and the sam 
piety in their actions; through Jesus Chris 
our Lord. — Gelasian. 

Almighty God, we humbly beseecl 
Thee, Who art of boundless goodness, and t 
be feared for Thy mercy, that by Thine ai 
all trials, produced by earthly sin or secula 

■ It is worth observing how the most earnest maintainers < 
an external or hierarchical priesthood have emphatically at 
serted the internal priesthood, or consecrated character of a 
the baptized. See the second and third Sermons of S. Leo ; an 
S. Tho. Aq. Sum. 3. q. 82. a. 1. The words of the latter an 
"Laicu8 Justus unitus est Christo unione spiritual!, per fidei 
fit caritatem, non autem per sacramentalem potestatem: < 
ideo habet spirituale sacerdotium, ad offerendum spiritual* 
/ hostias," &c. 
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danger, may depart from us ; and that in Thy 
Catholic Church religious devotion may ever 
continue undefiled ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. — Gothic. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, to guide Thy 
Church with Thy perpetual governance ; that 
it may walk warily in times of quiet, and 
boldly in times of trouble ; through our Lord. 
— Francic. 

Mercifully receive, O Lord, the prayers 
of Thy Church ; that all adversities and errors 
may be destroyed, and it may serve Thee with 
quiet freedom; and give Thy peace in our 
times ; through Christ our Lord. — Sarim 
Daily Office. 



FOR BISHOPS AND PASTORS. 

O God, Who by the power of Thy Majesty 
dispensest the number of our days and the mea- 
sure of our time ; favourably regard the service 
which we humbly render ; and grant that our 
times, and those of N. our B\&\io^m^\teS£&s^ 
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with the abundance of Thy peace, and the 
grace of Thy benignity ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Oelasian. 

Lord Jesu Christ, Thou didst choose Thine 
Apostles that they might preside over us as 
teachers ; so also may it please Thee that N. 
our Bishop* may, in the place of Thine Apos- 
tles, impart doctrine, benediction, and instruc- 
tion ; that he may preserve his life unharmed 
and undefiled for ever and ever. — Pontificals 
of Egbert and Dunstan. 

O Christ, the true Priest, Whose Priest- 
hood never passeth away, let Thy power come 
to the aid of Thy servants ; and clothe them 
with glory and beauty, that they may carefully 
and excellently discharge their priesthood ac- 
cording to Thy pleasure ; and as they have re- 
ceived their talents to be profitably employed, 
as the Spirit giveth ability, they may at last 
lay them on Thy table with abundant gain, 
that they may become worthy to hear that 
voice full of hope, " Enter into the joy that 
has no end." May they go on, Lord, from 
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strength to strength ; lift them up while they 
worship Thee; perfect Thy gifts in them, and 
crown their heads with a diadem, and in their 
hearts, as in an ark, may Thy grace be stored 
up; grant them Thine abundant help, and 
fill their labours with power. — Syro-Nestorian 
Ordinal. 

O God, Whose ways are all mercy and 
truth, carry on Thy gracious work, and be- 
stow, by Thy benefits, what human frailty 
cannot attain ; that they who attend upon the 
heavenly mysteries may be grounded in per- 
fect faith, and shine forth conspicuous by the 
purity of their minds ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Leonine. 



FOR THE SOVEREIGN. 

O God, in Whose hand are the hearts of 
kings, incline Thy merciful care to our humble 
entreaty; and govern with Thy wisdom our 
Queen, Thy servant 11 ; that her counsels may 

• Orig. " Principibus nostras." The prayer ends, "et super . 
omnia regna procellant." Murat. i. 1SU >^ 
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be drawn from Thy fountain, and she may be 
well-pleasing in Thy sight, and pre-eminent 
among all sovereigns; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Gelcman. 

We beseech Thee, Almighty God, that Thy 
servant Victoria, who by Thy mercy hath un- 
dertaken the government of the realm, may 
also receive the increase of all virtues, and, 
being beautified therewith, may be able to 
avoid the enormity of sin and to attain to 
Thee, Who art the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life, and be acceptable in Thy sight ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gfregorian. 



FOR A FAMILY. 

Almighty and everlasting God, be Thou 
present to our worship, and grant the pro- 
tection of Thy presence to all that dwell in 
this house; that Thou mayest be known to 
be the defender of Thy family, and the in- 
habitant of this dwelling; through Jesus Christ 
, our Lord. — Gelasian. 

O 
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Heab us, holy Lord, Father Almighty, 
everlasting God, and be pleased to send Thy 
holy angel from heaven, to guard, cherish, 
protect, visit, and defend all who dwell in 
this habitation; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. — Gregorian. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, make Thy ser- 
vants alway to join together in seeking Thee 
with their whole heart, to serve Thee with 
submissive mind, humbly to implore Thy 
mercy, and perpetually to rejoice in Thy 
blessings; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — 
Gelation*. 



FOR RELATIONS AND FRIENDS. 

Stbetch forth, Lord, Thy mercy over 
Thy servants M. JV., even the right hand of 
heavenly help ; that they may seek Thee with 
their whole heart, and obtain what they rightly 
ask for ; through Christ our Lord. — Gelasian. 

* This immediately follows, in a "Missa in Monasterio," the 
original form of our Collect for the Clergy and People. That 
collect was first composed for a monastic community, or for any 
Christian household, (see Murat. i. 719, 738). The reading tbs&. 
was, " Bestow on Thy servants," &c. 



o- 



\ 

<Z1 



o o 

90 F OHMS OF INTERCESSION. 

God, Who by the grace of the Holy 
Ghost hast poured the gifts of love into the 
hearts of Thy faithful people ; grant unto Thy 
servants M. JV., for whom I implore- Thy 
mercy, health of body and mind; that they 
may love Thee with all their strength, and 
with perfect affection fulfil Thy pleasure; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gregorian. 

O God, Who art pleased to accept the 
prayers which Thy suppliants offer in dis- 
charging the duty of love; grant Thy ser- 
vants M. ^T. to advance in the love of Thee, 
and to rejoice in Thy protection; that they 
may serve Thee with a quiet mind, and be 
able evermore to abide in Thy peace ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gregorian. 

Almighty and everlasting God, have mercy 
on Thy servant HT., and guide him according 
to Thy clemency into the way of everlasting 
salvation; that by Thy grace he may desire 
what pleases Thee, and with all power may 
perform it ; through our Lord. — Gregorian. 

O Christ, my Creator and Redeemer, Al- 
I mighty Lord God, forgive all their sins to all I 

o ^ 
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who are joined to me by friendship or blood 
— and for whom I am desired to pray, or have 
resolved to pray, — and to all Thy faithful 
people. Deliver them from all evil, preserve 
them in all good, and bring them to everlast- 
ing joy. — From a Prayer in the Corbet/ MS J 

Grant Thy servants whom Thou hast 
united to us, by the intimacy of holy affec- 
tion, or by the ties of blood, or hast associated 
with us in the unity of faith, to be subject to 
Thee with their whole heart ; that being filled 
with the Spirit of Thy love, they may be 
cleansed from earthly desires, and be made 
worthy, by Thy grace, of heavenly blessed- 
ness. — Galliean, of the tenth century 8 . 



EUCHABISTIC INTERCESSION FOR A FRIEND. 

Mat the oblation, Lord, be of good 
effect, which I humbly offer to Thy Majesty 
for the welfare of Thy servant IT. ; that his 
life, amid prosperity and adversity, may every- 
where be guided by Thy providence ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gregorian. 

7 In Menard's Notes to the Gregorian Sacramentary. 8. Greg. 
Op. iii. 454. » lAaxtoDfe^VSV. 
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Mat Thy Sacraments, O Lord, which I 
have received, be my cleansing; and grant 
Thy servant -ZV. to be delivered from all sin. 
— Gregorim. 



I 



FOR A FRIEND BEFORE A JOURNEY. 

O God, Who bestowest Thy mercy at all 
times on them that love Thee, and in no place 
art distant from those that serve Thee ; direct 
the way of Thy servant i\T. in Thy will, that 
having Thee for his Protector and Guide, he 
may walk without stumbling in the paths of 
righteousness ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
— Gelation. 

Hear, O Lord, our prayers, and graciously 
accompany Thy servant N. on his journey; 
and as Thou art everywhere, do Thou every- 
where bestow on him Thy mercy, that being 
by Thine assistance defended against all ad- 
versities, he may enjoy the fulfilment of his 
just desires ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
— Gregorian. 
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FOR A FRIEND IN ANY DANGER. 

O God, Who justifiest the ungodly, and 
wiliest not the death of a sinner ; we humbly 
beseech Thy Majesty that Thou wouldest gra- 
ciously protect with heavenly aid Thy ser- 
vant ^T., who relies on Thy mercy, and keep 
him safe with unceasing protection ; that he 
may continually serve Thee, and not be parted 
from Thee by any temptation ; through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. — Gregorian. 



FOR A FRIEND ON HIS BIRTHDAY. 

Almighty and everlasting God, the Maker 
of all creation, mercifully hear our prayers, 
and grant many and happy years to Thy ser- 
vant .#"., whom Thou didst cause to come 
forth from his mother's womb into this life, 
that he may spend all his life so as to please 
Thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord a . — Ge- 
lasian. 

• " Oratio in Natale genuinum." There is a regular Mass, 
with two collects, a seer eta, infra actionem, and Post-^ae&sssac- 
nion. The annirersaiy is mentioned Y& «&<&.. 
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O God, the Life of the faithful, the Saviour 
and Guardian of those that fear Thee, Who, 
after the expiration of a year, hast been pleased 
to bring Thy servant JV. to this his natural 
birthday ; increase in him the grace of the 
Protector of life, and multiply his days with 
many years ; that having, by Thy favour, been 
carried through a happy life, he may be en- 
abled to attain the height of heavenly joys ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — QeUuian. 






FOR THE SICK. 

O God, Who ever governest Thy creatures 
with tender affection; incline Thine ear to 
our supplications, and graciously regard Thy 
servant, who is suffering from bodily sickness ; 
and visit him with Thy salvation, and bestow 
the medicine of heavenly grace ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. — Gelasian. 

O God, Who hast vouchsafed to mankind 
the remedies that bring salvation, and the 
gifts of eternal life ; preserve to Thy servant 



J the gifts of Thy power, and grant that not 
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only in his body, but also in his soul, be may 
experience Thy healing ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Gelasian. 

O God of heavenly powers, Who by the 
might of Thy command drivest away from 
men's bodies all sickness and all infirmity; 
be present in Thy goodness to this Thy ser- 
vant, that his weakness may be banished, and 
his strength recalled, and his health being 
thereupon restored, he may bless Thy holy 
Name ; through our Lord Jesus Christ. — 
Gelasian. 

Almighty and everlasting God, the eternal 
Salvation of believers, hear us for Thy ser- 
vants M., -Z\T., for whom we implore the aid of 
Thy mercy ; that their health may be restored 
to them, and they may give thanks to Thee 
in Thy Church; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. — Gelasian. 

O God, Who didst add fifteen years to the 
life of Thy servant Hezekiah ; let Thy power 
raise up Thy servant -ZV. from the bed of sick- 
ness unto health; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. — Gregorian. 
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Look, O Lord, upon Thy servant N. 9 who 
is suffering from his bodily sickness, and re- 
fresh the soul which Thou hast created ; that 
being bettered by Thy chastisement, it may 
straightway feel itself saved by Thy healing ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gregorian. 

O God, with Whom it is an easy thing to 
give life to the dead ; restore the sick to their 
former health, and let none that implore the 
healing of Thy heavenly mercy be in want of 
the remedies of earthly medicine; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gothic. 

Sovereign Lord, our God, Almighty, we 
beseech Thee to save us all, Thou only Phy- 
sician of souls and bodies. Sanctify us all, 
Thou that healest every disease ; and heal 
also this Thy servant. Raise him up from the 
bed of pain by Thy tender mercy ; visit him 
in mercy and compassion; drive away from 
him all sickness and infirmity ; that being 
raised up by Thy mighty hand, he may serve 
Thee with all thankfulness; and that we, 
being made partakers of Thine ineffable be- 
nignity, may praise and glorify Thee, Who 
/ doest works great and wonderful, and worthy 

o- 
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to be praised. For it is Thine to pity and to 
save ; and to Thee we ascribe glory, Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost, now and for ever, and 
unto ages of ages. — Greek Euchology. 

Almighty and everlasting God, Who suc- 
courest those that labour under perils and 
afflictions, we humbly beseech Thy Majesty, 
that it may please Thee to send Thy holy 
Angel to uphold with Thy comfort Thy ser- 
vant i\T., who in this house is suffering dis- 
tress and affliction ; that he may both receive 
Thy present aid, and attain eternal healing; 
through Christ our Lord. — GaUicm, of the 
tenth century. 



IN REGARD TO COMMUNION OP THE SICK. 

O Holt Lord, Father Almighty, everlast- 
ing God, we entreat Thee in faith that our 
brother iV., receiving the most holy Body and 
Blood of Thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ, may 
enjoy health both, in body and soul ; through 
the same our Lord. — Jfrom a Pontifical of the 
ninth century. 

Lord Jesu Christ, our Sa\\arax *aA.^»-\ 
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deemer, hear us when we pray to Thee for 
our sick brother JV., that Thy holy Eucharist 
may avail for the preservation of his soul and 
body, and for his attainment of eternal life, 
Who livest, &c. — From a Pontifical of the 
twelfth century*. 



LITAKY FOR THE SICK. 

Lobd, have mercy upon him. 

Christ, have mercy upon him. 

Lord, have mercy upon him. 

Christ, hear us c . 

Be merciful, Spare him, O Lord. 

Be merciful, Deliver him, O Lord. 

Prom all evil, O Lord, deliver him. 

From his sins ; 

From unholy thoughts ; 

From pain and anguish ; 

From the snares of the devil ; 

From the power of demons ; 

From all tribulation at this time ; 

From everlasting damnation ; 

b Martene, i. 905. 

• Mere in the original is a series of Invocations. 
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From Thine exceeding dreadful wrath ; 

By the mystery of Thy Holy Incarnation ; 

By Thine Advent ; 

By Thy Nativity ; 

By Thy Baptism ; 

By Thy Passion and Cross ; 

By Thy glorious Resurrection ; 

By Thy wonderful Ascension ; 

By the grace of the Holy Ghost the Com- 
forter; 

In the hour of his departure ; 

"We sinners do beseech Thee to hear us : 

That Thou remove from him Thy wrath : 
We beseech Thee to hear us, O Lord, 

That it may please Thee to give him fruit- 
ful and saving penitence. 

That it may please Thee to give him a 
humbled and contrite heart. 

That it may please Thee to give him a 
fountain of tears. 

That it may please Thee to give him perfect 
faith, hope, and love. 

That Thou wouldest take away from him 
all murmuring and impatience. 

That it may please Thee to give him pardon 
of all sins. 
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That it may please Thee to give him Thy 
grace. 

That it may please Thee to give him eter- 
nal life. 

That it may please Thee to bless him with 
Thy holy right hand. 

Son of God. 

Lamb of God; That takest away the 
sins of the world : Have mercy upon us, and 
upon him, Lord. — From Galilean Litanies 
for the Sick d . 
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PRAYERS FOR THE DYING. 

Almighty and everlasting God, the Guar- 
dian of souls, Who in Thy love dost correct, 
by scourging, those whom Thou reoeiveet; 
we call upon Thee, O Lord, that it may 
please Thee to bestow Thy healing on the 
soul of Thy servant i\T., who suffers in body 
from weakness, and the force of pains, and 
the pangs of disease. Grant him, O Lord, 
Thy grace, that his soul, in the hour of its 
departure from the body, may attain to be 

d See Martene, i. 873, 886 ; S. Greg. M ign. Op. Hi. 546. 
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presented by the hands of holy Angels, clear 
from all stains of deadly sin, unto Thee Who 
gayest it; through our Lord. — Galilean, of 
the ninth century*. 

Almighty and everlasting God, Who hast 
been pleased to breathe into man a soul ac- 
cording to Thy likeness, do Thou, while at 
Thy bidding dust returns to dust, command 
Thine image to be associated with Thy saints 
and elect in an everlasting home ; and gently 
and tenderly receive it as it returns from the 
land of Egypt unto Thee, and send Thy holy 
Angels to meet it, and shew it the way of 
righteousness, and open the gates of Thy 
glory. — From a Pontifical of Salzburg* . 

• Martene, ii. 1060. 

* Martene, ii. 1084. In this office the prayer seems to be pre- 
scribed for use before death has taken place. In the Sarum rite 
it was part of the second Commendation, which was said after 
the passing of the souL With regard to the clause respecting 
the land of Egypt, it may be observed that the Psalm " In exitu 
Israel" was often prescribed to be said after the passing and at 
the burial ; a glorious comment on the triumphant words " Death 
is swallowed up in victory." Part of the above prayer is Ge- 
lasian. 
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LITANY FOR THE DYING. 

O God, the Father of heaven : Have mercy 
upon the soul of Thy servant. 

O God the Son, Redeemer of the world ; 

O God the Holy Ghost ; 

O Holy Trinity, One God : Have mercy 
upon his soul. 

Thou Who art Three and One ; 

O God the Holy of Holies ; 

O Thou, the selfsame gracious God ; • 

Holy God, the Saviour of the world : 

Be merciful, Spare and pardon his sins, 
Lord, 

Be merciful, Wash away all his iniquities, 
Lord. 

Be merciful, Deliver and defend his soul, 
Lord. 

From all evil ; 

From the snares of the devil ; 

From the wicked enemy ; 

From the weight of his sins ; 

From the pains of hell ; 

From everlasting damnation ; 

From Thy wrath ; 
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By Thy holy Incarnation ; 

By Thy holy Nativity ; 

By Thy holy Circumcision ; 

By Thy holy Epiphany ; 

By Thy holy Baptism ; 

By Thy holy Passion ; 

By Thy holy and most loving Death ; 

By Thy holy Descent into hell ; 

By Thy glorious Resurrection ; 

By Thy wonderful Ascension ; 

By the Coming of the Holy Ghost the Com- 
forter; 

By the majesty of Thy Coming : 

We sinners do beseech Thee to hear us. 

That it may please Thee to deliver the soul 
of Thy servant from the princes of darkness 
and the place of punishment: We beseech 
Thee to hear us, O Lord. 

That it may please Thee to put all his sins 
out of remembrance for ever. 

That it may please Thee mercifully to par. 
don whatever guilt he hath contracted by the 
fraud of the devil, or by his own sinfulness 
and weakness*. 

* Compare the Gelasian prayer after the Absolution in our 
Visitation Office, " O most merciful God." It was for ages the 
established form for the " ReconciliaAiou <A $$ta%' < 3ftK&*K&fe" 
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That he may be enabled by Thy bounty 
to receive that remission of his sins which he 
has ever longed for. 

That it may please Thee to give him a calm 
and quiet abode. 

That it may please Thee to give to this 
our brother, returning to Thee out of Egyptian 
bondage, a place of refreshment, and light, 
and everlasting blessedness. 

That he may with confidence wait for the 
day of judgment. 

That it may please Thee to shew him that 
sight so full of loveliness b , Thy holy and glo- 
rious face looking on him with benignity. 

That it may please Thee to hear us. 

Son of God. 

O Lamb of God, That takest away the sins 
of the world : Have mercy on his soul. 

O Lamb of God, That takest away the sins 
of the world : Give him peace, and eternal 
happiness, and everlasting glory. 

Lord, have mercy upon him, &c. — From 
Litanies q/Sarum, Flewry, Jumxeges, JSouen. 

h Ori?., desiderabilem. From Cant. v. 16, " Totas desidera- 
bilis ;" which corresponds to our rendering, " He is altogether 
lovely." 
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FOR THE AFFLICTED. 

Unto every Christian soul that is afflicted, 
or plunged into distress, grant Thou mercy, 
grant relief, grant refreshment. — IAturgy of 
S.Mark. 

Almighty and everlasting God, the Com- 
fort of the sad, the Strength of sufferers, 
let the prayers of those that cry out of any 
tribulation come unto Thee ; that all may 
rejoice to find that Thy mercy is present with 
them in their afflictions ; through Christ our 
Lord *. — Gelasian. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, give strength 
to the weary, aid to the sufferers, comfort to 
the sad, help to those in tribulation. — Ambro- 
sian k . 

That it may please Thee to look upon and 
to relieve the miseries of the poor and of 
captives : We beseech Thee, hear us. — Sarum 
Lit ant/. 

1 One of the Intercessions for Good Friday. 

k Mart. ill. 535. From a Processional tot \\& 'Ra^rttarcA. 
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FOR ALL IN ERROR OR SIN. 

Almighty and everlasting God, Who savei 
all men, and wiliest not that any should perish 
look upon the souls which have been deceive 
by the fraud of the devil ; that all heretics 
perversity may be driven away, and the hearl 
of the erring may repent, and return to Thin 
unshaken truth; through Jesus Christ on 
Lord. — Gelasian. 

Dissolve, O Christ, the schisms of heresj 
which seek to subvert the faith, which striv 
to corrupt the truth; that as Thou art ac 
knowledged in heaven and in earth as on 
and the same Lord, so Thy people, gathere 
from all nations, may serve Thee in the unit 
of faith. — Mozarabic. 

That Thou wouldest bring back the errini 
into the way of salvation : We beseech Thet 
hear us. — Lyons Litany. 

O God, Who delightest in the devotion c 
the faithful, make Thy people, we pray Thet 
to be devoted to Thy holy things ; that the; 
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who depart from their duties by ungodly de- 
pravity of mind, may be converted by Thy 
grace, and return from the snares of the devil 
wherein they are held captive ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. — Gelasian. 



FOR JEWS AND HEATHEN. 

Almighty and everlasting God, Who re- 
pellest not even the faithless Jews from Thy 
mercy; hear our prayers, which we offer 
unto Thee for that blinded people ; that by ac- 
knowledging the light of Thy truth, which is 
Christ, they may be rescued from their own 
darkness ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — 
Gelasian. 

Almighty and everlasting God, "Who de- 
sirest not the death, but always the life, of 
sinners; mercifully receive our prayer, and 
deliver the heathen from idolatry, and gather 
them into Thy holy Church, to the praise and 
glory of Thy Name; through our Lord. — 
Gelasian. 
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Almighty Lord our God, direct our steps 
into the way of peace, and strengthen our 
hearts to obey Thy commands : may the day- 
spring visit us from on high, and give light to 
those who sit in darkness and the shadow of 
. death ; that they may adore Thee for Thy 
mercy, follow Thee for Thy truth, desire Thee 
for Thy sweetness, Who art the blessed Lord 
God of Israel K — Galilean Sacramentary. 



A GENERAL PLEADING, 

We sinners do beseech Thee, hear us. 

That it may please Thee to defend and 
exalt Thy Church: We beseech Thee, Lord 
Jesu, to hear us. 

That it may please Thee to grant to Thy 
Church the tranquillity of peace. 

That it may please Thee to put down the 
enemies of God's holy Church. 

That it may please Thee to defend us from 
dangerous enemies. 

That it may please Thee to preserve N., 

1 A Oollectio post Prophetiam, i. e. after the Benedietus. See 
" Christian Bemembrancer," xxv. 475. 
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our pastor and chief priest, and the flock 
committed to him. 

That it may please Thee to preserve the 
Queen in perpetual prosperity. 

That it may please Thee to preserve all 
orders of the Church, the clergy and laity, 
and the whole people. 

That it may please Thee to make us per- 
severe in good works. 

That it may please Thee to give us celestial 
armour against the devil. 

That Thy mercy and pity may keep us safe. 

That Thou wouldest give us the will and 
the power m to repent in earnest. 

That it may please Thee to give us pardon 
of all sins. 

That it may please Thee to give us right 
faith, firm hope in Thy goodness, and perfect 
love, and constant fear of Thee. 

That it may please Thee to remove evil 
thoughts from us. 

That it may please Thee to pour into our 
souls the grace of the Holy Spirit. 

That it may please Thee to give us per- 
petual light. 

■ Orig., " affectum et effectum." Max^'k.'Saftk. 
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That it may please Thee to give us a happy 
end. 

That it may please Thee to bring us to 
everlasting joys. 

That it may please Thee to hear us. 

Son of God. 

O Lamb of God, That takest away the sins 
of the world, Spare us. 

O Lamb of God, &c, Give us pardon. 

O Lamb of God, &c, Hear us. — JBhrom 
various Galilean Litanies*. 

Give perfection to beginners, give intelli- 
gence to the little ones, give aid to those who 
are running their course. Give compunction 
to the negligent, give fervour of spirit to the 
lukewarm, give to the perfect a good consum- 
mation. — Galilean Sacramentary. 

" See S. Greg. Op. 396 ; Mart. i. 863 ; ii. 1066 ; iii. 457, 525. 
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O Lord our God, Who by Thine own pre- 
sence dost shed the abundance of Thy Holy 
Spirit on those who are set apart, by Thine 
inscrutable power, to become ministers, and 
to serve Thy spotless mysteries; keep Thy 
servant, whom Thou hast willed to be pro- 
moted to the ministry of a Deacon, that he 
may hold the mystery of the faith in a pure 
conscience, with all virtue; vouchsafe him 
the grace given to Thy first Martyr Stephen, 
who was first called by Thee to the work of 
this ministry; and enable him to administer 
according to Thy good pleasure the degree 
assigned to him by Thy goodness, — for they 
that minister rightly purchase to themselves 
a good degree ; — and fill him, by the presence 
of Thy holy and life-giving Spirit, with all 
faith, and love, arid power, and sanctifLra&sre^ 
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For Thou art our God, and to Thee we ren- 
der glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now 
and ever, and unto ages of ages. — From two 
prayers in the Ordinal of the Eastern Church. 

God, great in power, unsearchable in un- 
derstanding, wondrous in counsels towards 
the children of men, do thou fill with the gift 
of the Holy Spirit him whom Thou hast willed 
to undertake the degree of the Priesthood; 
that he may be worthy to stand before Thy 
holy altar unblameably, to announce the Gos- 
pel of Thy kingdom, to administer the Word 
of Thy truth, to offer gifts and spiritual sacri- 
fices unto Thee, and to renew Thy people in 
the laver of regeneration ; that at the second 
coming of our great God and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, Thine Only-begotten Son, he may go 
forth to meet Him, and by the multitude of 
Thy mercies receive his reward: for Thy 
venerable and majestic Name is blessed and 
glorified. — Ordinal of the Eastern Church. 

It is meet for us to beseech Thy Majesty, 
that we may be found at our Lord's coming 
ministering to our fellow-servants their por- 
tion of meat in due season ; that in our deal- 
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Lord our God, Who by Thine own pre- 
sence dost shed the abundance of Thy Holy 
Spirit on those who are set apart, by Thine 
inscrutable power, to become ministers, and 
to serve Thy spotless mysteries; keep Thy 
servant, whom Thou hast willed to be pro- 
moted to the ministry of a Deacon, that he 
may hold the mystery of the faith in a pure 
conscience, with all virtue; vouchsafe him 
the grace given to Thy first Martyr Stephen, 
who was first called by Thee to the work of 
this ministry; and enable him to administer 
according to Thy good pleasure the degree 
assigned to him by Thy goodness, — for they 
that minister rightly purchase to themselves 
a good degree ; — and fill him, by the presence 
of Thy holy and life-giving Spirit, with all 
faith, and love, and power, and sanctific&tvHv* 
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Make me, I beseech Thee, Almighty God, 
to be so arrayed in righteousness, that I may 
be enabled to rejoice in the gladness of Thy 
saints ; so that being cleansed from all filthi- 
ness of sin, I may attain the fellowship of the 
priests who are pleasing unto Thee ; and that 
I, who am burdened by the guilt of my own 
conscience, may be delivered by Thy mercy 
from all vices ; through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
— Gregorian, 
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CELEBRATION OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST. 

O God, the Fountain of goodness, and 
Source of kindness, Who dost not straight- 
way condemn the sinner, but compassionately 
waitest for his repentance ; I beseech Thee to 
wipe away the foulness of my offences, and 
make me meet to perform the office laid upon 
me ; and that I who have unworthily under- 
taken, and tremblingly execute, the ministra- 
tion of Thine altar, may be rendered strong to 
perform it, and be found justified among those 
who have pleased Thee ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — Gregorian. 
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O most merciful God, incline Thy loving 
ears to my prayers, and illuminate my heart 
with the grace of the Holy Spirit, that I may 
be enabled worthily to minister to Thy Mys- 
teries, and to love Thee with an everlasting 
love ; through our Lord °. — A Gallican Bite of 
the time of Charlemagne, 

O Lord God, Father Almighty, bless and 
sanctify this sacrifice of praise P, which is 
offered unto Thee, to the honour and glory of 
Thy Name ; and pardon the sins of Thy 
people, and hear my prayer, and forgive me 
all my sins ; through Christ our Lord. 

Be present, be present, Jesu, the Good 
High-Priest, in the midst of us, as Thou wast 



•° Martene, L 518. This beautiful collect was also in the York 
Missal. 

p Compare Leonine, Mur. i. 419. So in the Roman Canon, as 
S. Leo used it, "hoc sacrificium laudis" U equivalent to " hrec 
dona, hOBC munera, heec sancta sacrificia illibata." " Ad alta ia 
veneranda cum hosiiis laudis accedimus," ib. i. 380 ; " Hostias 
Tibi, Domine, laudis offerimus." So Gelasian, Mur. i. 599 ; and 
in a Gregorian Super oblata, Mur. ii. 196, " hoc sacrificium 
laudis" is synonymous with " heec sancta." Compare the 
phrases, "spiritalis hostia," "rationalis hostia," "nostra de- 
votionis oblatio," Mur. ii. 691, 654, i. 527 ; all referring, like the 
Alexandrine phrase, "reasonable and unbloody service.*" ta 
the Elements. 



in the niidst of Thy disciples ; and sanci 
this obliition.— Mozarabic. 

Thou Who sittest above with the Fat! 
and art here invisibly present with us, vou. 
safe with Thy mighty hand to impart Tli 
immaculate Body and Thy precious Blood 
us, and by us to all Thy people. — Liturgy 
H. Cln-t/sostom. 

Rejoicing, O Lord, in the richness of 1 
gifts, we humbly pray that aa Thou hast gi' 
us power to hold this mimetry, bo Thou v 
give ua sufficient grace to fulfil it; throu 
our Lord.— XetwVie. 

Mat the reception of this Sacrament, 
Lord, efface the stains of my sins, and rem 
me capable of the discharge of the office 1; 
upon me ; through our Lord. — Gregorian. 

Proceeding- from strength to strength, o 
having finished the divine Liturgy in T 
temple, we now entreat Thee, Lord our Gi 
vouchsafe us to enjoy Thy perfect love. 
Liturgy of S. James. 
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Note.— It most be observed, 1. that our Lord is the true 
Celebrant at every Communion, even as He is the true Bap- 
tizer, Absolver, Conflrmer, Ordainer; He is "all, and in all," 
the unseen principal Agent, working through His ministers ; — 
2. that the Eucharistic Sacrifice, even in its highest aspect, 
must be put in one line (if we may so say), not with what He 
did once for all upon the Cross, but with what He is doing con- 
tinually in heaven. He is naturally present in heaven, sarra- 
mentally in the Eucharist. In both cases He exhibits and pleads 
the One Atonement, as a finished work of inexhaustible virtue. 
In neither case docs He repeat it, cr add to it The notion that 
it could be thus reiterated, or supplemented— that, in heaven 
or on earth, any work could be now going on, ejusdem generis 
with the work performed upon the Cross— was justly denounced 
as a " blasphemous fable." 



ADMINISTRATION OP OTHER RITES. 

O God, Who, by Thine invisible power, 
dost wonderfully work out the effect of Thy 
Sacraments ; and although we be unworthy to 
perform such great mysteries, yet Thou, not 
forsaking the gifts of Thy grace, inclinest Thy 
gracious ears even to our entreaty ; be present 
to us in Thy goodness, assist us in Thy loving 
kindness, while we are observing Thy com- 
mands. — Fart of the Gelasian Consecration of 
the Font. 



\ 



o- 



IIS FBAIEBS FOB THE USE OF THE CLERGY. 

Mai that which is to be performed by o 
humble ministration, be fulfilled by Thi 
effectual power. — Gelation. 

Be present, Lord, to our supplication 
and graciously hearken unto me, who am t 
first to need Thy mercy ; and as Thou ht 
made me the minister of this work, not 
choosing me on account of merit, but by t 
gift of Thy grace, so give me confidence 
perform Thine office, and do Thou Thyself 
our ministration carry out the act of Thi 
own loving-kindness ; through our Lord. 
Gelation, referring to Absolution. 

Be present, merciful God ; that what li 
been done by our office and service may 
confirmed by Thy benediction ; through o 
Lord. — Leonine. 



PREACHING. 

Almighty and everlasting God, the sour 
and perfection of all virtues ; grant us, we t 
seech Thee, both to do what is right and 
preach what is true ; that both by action a 
teaching we may afford to Thy faithful peoj 



VISITATION. 119 

the instruction of Thy grace ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. — Leonine. 



VISITATION. 

Hear us, holy Lord, Father Almighty, 
everlasting God, and join the grace of Thine 
own visitation to our humble services; that 
Thou mayest make Thyself a mansion in the 
hearts of those whose dwelling we approach ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — Gelasian. 

O God, the Protector of the faithful, and 
constant Visitor of minds obedient unto Thee ; 
may it please Thee to be present, with Thy 
favour, to Thy servants who dwell in this 
house ; that while we visit them with human 
solicitude, Thou mayest guard them with 
Divine favour ; through our Lord. — Gelasian, 

Almighty and merciful God, Who art 
pleased to use the ministry of priests for the 
rendering of service and prayer to Thee ; we 
implore Thy boundless mercy, that whatever 
we now visit Thou wouldest visit, whatever 
we bless Thou wouldest bless, and that at x 

o ^ 
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the entrance of Thy humble servants < evil 
spirits may flee away, and the angel of peace 
may come in ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
— Gregorian, 



ANNIVERSARY OP ORDINATION. 

O God, by Whose command the order of 
all time runs its course ; look graciously upon 
me Thy servant, whom Thou hast been pleased 
to promote to the order of the Presbyterate ; 
and that my service may be pleasing unto 
Thee, do Thou mercifully preserve in me 
Thy gifts ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
— Gelasian. 



PRAYER FOR THE FLOCK. 

Seeing that I have no confidence in any- 
thing but Thy mercy, do Thou endue my 
mouth with power to proclaim Thy truth, and 
sanctify my work with more abundant rich- 
ness of grace, that Thou mayest both save my 
unworthy self, and sanctify in Thy loving 
kindness the flock committed to me. What- 



« " Noetr © Iromilitatis." One clause in this collect is omitted. 
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ever is corrupt in them, do Thou make sound ; 
and whatever is vicious in me, do Thou cure ; 
whatever sins they have contracted through 
my guilty lukewarmness or carelessness, do 
Thou mercifully forgive. If in anything they 
have fallen into sin, whether with or without 
my knowledge, or have fallen by the stumbling- 
block of my example, rescue them from their 
fall by the hand of Thy mercy, and render not 
to my unhappy self the punishment which such 
a fault deserves. But let the rebukes which 
I have administered in censure of others con- 
duce to their salvation ; and let the pleading 
of this prayer recall them from the error they 
have committed, that they may not endure 
the torments of hell: so that Thou mayest 
vouchsafe pardon to their iniquities, and wash 
away the offence of which I have become 
guilty by my own unfitness to bear rule. 
Incline Thine ear, O Lord, to our sacrifices, 
and write me, and those who are committed 
to me, in Thy books ; whereby, together with 
the flock entrusted to me, I may both be 
cleansed from all sin, and be enabled to attain 
to Thee in peace. — From the Missal published 
by Illyricu8, K 
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A GENERAL PRAYER. 

Give me, O Lord, purity of lips, a clean 
and innocent heart, and rectitude of action. 
Give me humility, patience, abstinence, chas- 
tity, prudence, justice, fortitude, temperance. 
Give me the spirit of wisdom and understand- 
ing, the spirit of counsel and strength, the 
spirit of knowledge and godliness, and of Thy 
fear. Make me ever to seek Thy face with 
all my heart, all my soul, all my mind ; grant 
me to have a contrite and humbled heart in 
Thy presence — to prefer nothing to Thy love. 
Most high, eternal, and ineffable Wisdom, 
drive away from me the darkness of blindness 
and ignorance ; most high and eternal Strength, 
deliver me ; most high and eternal Fortitude, 
assist me ; most high and incomprehensible 
Light, illuminate me ; most high and infinite 
Mercy, have mercy on me. — Gallican, of the 
time of Charlemagne. 
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APPENDIX I. 



ANCIENT COLLECTS IN THE PRAYER-BOOK, 
DERIVED FROM ROME. 

It would be easy to draw up a series of ex- 
tracts from various writers, bearing witness 
to the majesty and the preciousness of the 
ancient collects retained in the English ritual. 
In such a catena, the brilliant living historian 
who has spoken of the " beautiful collects, 
which have soothed the griefs of forty gene- 
rations of Christians," and who has pointed a 
quiet sarcasm at the Commissioners of 1689, 
for their tasteless resolution that Patrick should 
make the collects longer, by way of making 
them more affecting, would be united with 
Bishop Sanderson, who pronounced them to 
be "the most passionate, proper, and most 
elegant comprehensive expressions that any 
language ever afforded ;" with the gifted Irish 
layman, who said that for 1200 years they 
had been as the manna in the mld£ra&s& \&\ 
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devout spirits, and were, next to Scrip tu 
itself, the clearest standards whereby genuii 
piety may be discerned ; and with divines 
our own day, who dwell on the stores of exa 
theology which are laid up in the collects, at 
on their power to deliver our worship fro 
incoherence-, and to sustain it with " stror 
and satisfying views" of the Divine love*, 
It is, indeed, this wonderful blending 
strength and sweetness in the collects, whic 
has called forth so much love and ad m initio: 
and has made them such a bond of union i'< 
pious minds of different times and countriei 
even as the same imagery, in regard to the 
effect, naturally occurs to a bishop of Trevi 
in the sixth century, and to an Anglican poi 
in the nineteenth. Martene 11 quotes the won 
of S. Nicetius, — " et psalmia delectamur, i 
orationibus irrigamur ;" and the author < 
the "Cathedral" likens the thoughts whic 
the Sunday Collect brings to — 

" healthful founts is Elim great, 
Casting a freshness o'er the week." 

■ MacarUsj, Hist. Eng\, t 180; UL 4T6: Wilton's Life 
Sanderson. : Alex. Knox's 11* mains, H. 35 ' : Trench— Stir of tl 
Wise Men, p. 73 j Synonyms of New Test., p. TS : Maurice < 
the ITnycr-boak, p. 1/3. » De Ant. EoeL Ell. iH. M. 
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Nor is it a small advantage which the col- 
lect-type of prayer secures to any community 
that adopts it, that it answers the end which, 
as Hooker, quoting S. Augustine, tells us, the 
Egyptian monks proposed t6 themselves — 
namely, to preserve "that vigilant and erect 
attention of mind, which in prayer is very 
necessary, from being wasted or dulled through 
continuance, if their prayers were few or 
long :" for which purpose, — or, as Cassian ex- 
pressed it, " both to solicit God more earnestly 
by frequent addresses, and to avoid the temp- 
tations of Satan drawing them into lassitude 
and weariness,' ' — they resolved that their 
prayers should be many and brief, like darts 
cast forth with energy . This is doubtless 
chiefly realized by preces and ejaculations; 
but also to a considerable extent by collects, 
especially when compared with such wordy 
effusions as exist in Knox's " Book of Common 
Order." 

Thus it is that many persons, not by any 
means predisposed in favour of ancient for- 
mularies, will often be attracted (if they are 

c S. Aug. Ep. 130 : Hooker, bk. v. c. 33 : Bingham, bk. xiv. 

C. 1, 8. 7. 
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free from Puritanic prejudice) by prayers 
which say so much in saying so little ; which 
address the Most High with such adoring awe, 
and utter man's needs with such profound 
pathos, yet with such a calm intensity — as- 
sailing " Heaven's door," as our great Church 
poet says, with the "forceful knocking" of 
determined faith; which are perpetually in- 
sisting on the absolute necessity of grace, the 
Fatherly tenderness of God, the might of the 
all -prevailing Name ; which are never weak, 
never diluted, never drawling, never ill-ar- 
ranged, never a provocation to listlessness ; 
which exhibit an exquisite skill of antithesis, 
and a rhythmical harmony which the ear is 
loth to lose. They do indeed adapt them- 
selves, as Mr. Maurice expresses it, " with a 
marvellous flexibility, to all the different con- 
ditions of the human spirit ;" and thus admit 
of a rich variety of construction, subject to 
a general law of threefold division, which 
Mr. Freeman has well stated : — 

1. Introduction. — Invocation of God's Name; 
often, but not always, including a com- 
memoration of one of His attributes, or 
. of one of His actions. 

o fc 
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2. Main part. — Petition for some boon, 
often, but not always, accompanied 
by a statement of the good to be ex- 
pected from such boon. 

3. Conclusion. — Glory given to God, or 
affiance in Christ, or both together. 

The petition is often twofold : as in the Four- 
teenth Collect after Trinity, which is one of 
the oldest we have, and in which are two dis- 
tinct sentences of supplication ; or in the Third 
after Easter, which is of the same date, and 
has one supplication branching out into two 
clauses. In some cases, as in the First after 
Trinity, the petition is prefaced by a state- 
ment of the need which excites it. So, too, 
the statement of the good result is often richly 
amplified ; as in the Fourth after Easter, and the 
Fourth after Trinity, and that beautiful Collect 
for the Annunciation, which was so manifestly 
intended to keep Lenten thoughts, and the 
coming joys of Barter, in combination with 
the gratitude for God's first assumption of 
our flesh. 

The general rule is, that a collect is ad- 
dressed to God the Father. Pope Benedict 
XIV. quotes Cardinal Bona's statemes^ ^ksfc/ 
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only a few collects are expressly offered to the 
Son, and none to the Holy Spirit; partly be- 
cause the Eucharistic worship has regard to 
the Sacrifice which was offered to the Father 
by the Son. It is observable that the Collect 
for the Fourth Sunday in Advent, which in the 
Gelasian Sacramentary addresses the Father, 
in the Gregorian is transferred to the Son. 
But the three collects which in our Prayer- 
book address the Son are — S. Stephen's, ori- 
ginally addressed to the Father ; Third in Ad- 
vent, and First in Lent, which were composed 
respectively in 1661 and 1549. It is strange 
that when the revisers took up the old Vesper 
Antiphon of the Ascension, which flowed from 
the dying lips of Bede, and turned it into a Col- 
lect for the Sunday after Ascension, they should 
not have retained its ancient character as an 
appeal to the Son, the ascended King of glory. 
The Trinity Collect, in its oldest form, was an 
address to the Father, through our Lord ; but 
Mr. Maskell d says that the mediaeval English 
Church used it as a prayer to the whole 
Trinity. 

The question of the etymology of the " col- 

4 Maimm. Bit. ii. 28. 
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lect" has produced a variety of theories. We 
may derive it from the circumstances of those 
who use the prayer, or else from something in 
the nature of the prayer itself. In the former 
case, it may be derived from the collecta, or 
" assembly for worship," (Mr. Freeman would 
say, for wcw-eucharistic worship,) as Alcuin 
thought, and as is implied in an old book of- 
devotion cited by Mr. Maskell, " The Mirrour 
of Our Lady," which explained a collect to 
mean a prayer of persons who are gathered to- 
gether in unity, as representing Holy Church ; 
or it may be traced to the collectedness and 
concentration of mind required in the wor- 
shippers. Both these views are mentioned by 
Pope Benedict XIV. and by Gavanti e . 

In the latter case, there are two main 
views : — 

First, that which Considers the collect as a 
condensed form of certain Scriptural teaching, 
— the substance of a certain quantity of God's 
Word. And this theory is often more pre- 
cisely stated, by the derivation of the word 
" collect" from the circumstance that in many 
cases it is the quintessence of the practical 

• De S.Misa. Saorif., ii. c. 5 ; Tbeavir. &.'B&.,\a(&»\.\k.*&< \ 
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lessons deducible from the Epistle and Gospel 
for the day. Wheatly prefers this view for 
the Communion Collect; and Mr. Freeman 
has made it very attractive, by his learned 
and skilful advocacy f . The oratio, as said at 
the Holy Communion, and as transferred into 
the morning office, he explains on this prin- 
ciple ; not so, of course, any other use of the 
oratio or collect. The Dean of Westminster, 
in his " Study of Words," prefers this view ; 
in his " Star of the Wise Men," he considers 
the word to mean a collection of the Church's 
thoughts in regard to the day. 

Secondly, that which considers the thing 
collected to be prayer. Pope Benedict gives 
this as the first of three views which he men- 
tions : — " Quia sacerdos, qui veluti mediator 
est inter Deum et homines, vota omnium col- 
ligit" " In that one prayer," says Mr. Mas- 
kell, "many were collected together" It is 
not at all necessary, in support of this view, 
to maintain — what would not be borne out by 
the Leonine Sacramentary — that the oldest 
rituals prescribe only one Missal collect ; al- 
though it may be, that where more than one 

' Principles of Diy. Serv., 1. 6, 146, 212, 367. 
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are appointed, yet one of them is the collect 
par excellence. But if there were two or 
three, each might be said to gather up and 
consolidate, in a few words, the devotional 
aspirations of the people. It is singular that 
in the ancient rites of S. John Lateran no col- 
lect at all, save the Lord's Prayer, was offered 
up, as we are informed by Pope Benedict and 
by Martene. 

There is a special application of this view 
also to the collect as said at the end of the 
daily offices. After the main portion of the 
service was over, it was usual for the chief of 
the clergy present, if there were more than 
one, or for the minister officiating, in other 
cases, to " collect the prayer," colligere oratio- 
nem ; that is, to offer a short prayer by which 
the previous worship was summed up and re- 
commended to God. With this, in many cases, 
the office of that hour concluded. Bishop 
Sparrow, Lingard, and Bingham lay stress on 
this fact £. But it cannot be taken as explain- 
ing all the phenomena of the collect ; for, not 
to say that the Communion Collect does not 

r Rationale, p. 64 : Anglo-Sax. Ch. i. 297 : Antiq., b. xy. 
c. 1, b. 2. 
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come at the end of a series of devotions, these 
orationes collected, or collected simply, were in 
some monastic rules offered before the con- 
cluding part of the service; S. Csesarius of 
Aries bade his monks to insert them between 
the Lessons ; and they were sometimes said at 
the end of the Psalms h . If, then, we deter- 
mine to adopt the etymology of the gathering 
up of prayer as the general account of the 
collect, (instead of referring one kind of collect 
to this origin, another to that, which does, in- 
deed, present a difficulty,) we must forbear 
to dwell on the use of such a prayer at the 
end of a service, and must say generally that 
it is an oratio, as it was usually called in Rome 
and Spain, — an orison, to use the old English 
term, — in which many elements of supplication 
meet, and many devout thoughts express them- 
selves. In this sense we might borrow the 
language of a beautiful passage in Mr. Free- 
man's book, and speak of the West as " com- 
prehendmg all the spiritual needs of man in 
collects of matchless profutodity" 

And doubtless the collect-form, as we have 
it, is Western in every feature ; in that " unity 

/ * See Martene, iy. 16, 33, 34. 
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of sentiment and severity of style" which 
Mr. Macaulay 1 has admired; in its Roman 
brevity and majestic conciseness, its freedom 
from all luxuriant ornament and all inflation 
of phraseology. It has a truly illustrious 
Roman parentage : its inventor, Mr. Freeman 
says, was S. LeoJ, emphatically and justly 
named the Great, who held the first see of 
Christendom from 440 to 461. Of him it 
may be said, even by those who cannot shut 
their eyes " to his ambition and love of domi- 
nation*," that although by human weakness 
he was led to grasp at excessive authority, 
and, so far, left an evil example to his suc- 
cessors, yet by faith he confronted Attila and 
Genseric with a dignity which compelled their 
reverence ; by faith he so proclaimed the One 
Christ in Two Natures as well-nigh to justify 
the famous acclamation, " Peter hath spoken 
by Leo ;" by faith he stood forth as the first 
great Roman preacher, in sermons full of 
Christ ; by faith he maintained religion " on 
the throne of Rome alone, of all the greater 
sees, in its majesty, its sanctity, its piety 1 ." 

» Essay on Milton. i Gavanti names Ambrose, 

fc Robertson, Ch. Hist, i, 443. l Milman,LaX.CtxSaX.VV^. 



o < 

134 APPENDIX I. 

Taking, then, the view that Leo was the 
main constructor of the collect- type of prayers, 
we may consider to what extent our pre- 
sent series of Church collects is indebted to 
his compositions. The fragment of a Sacra- 
mentary, attributed to him, is supposed by 
Muratori to be his in a certain sense; that 
is, to be a series of misses containing much 
that he wrote, but also some passages which 
may be referred to his predecessors, and some 
which belong to his immediate successors; 
the whole being put together, by a not very 
skilful hand, under the pontificate of Felix, 
commonly called the Third, who sate from 
483 to 492. Muratori calls it a most precious 
monument of antiquity, unparalleled in its 
kind, as exhibiting the ancient Roman ser- 
vice, and containing a rich store of ecclesi- 
astical knowledge. "Monendus est lector," 
he observes in conclusion, "quamquam de 
auctore pretiosi hujus, atque omnium anti- 
quissimi Sacramentarii nihil cert& habeamus* 
posse illud tamen, jam editum a Patre Blan- 
chinio, Saneti Leonis Magni nomen reti- 
nere m ." It contains our Collect for the Third 

m Murat i. 87. 
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Sunday after Easter, in its twentieth Mass for 
April — with the exception of the word " right- 
eousness," which seems to have been added 
by S. Gregory. (The collect clearly refers to 
the Paschal baptisms.) It also contains our 
Collects for the Fifth, Ninth n , Thirteenth, 
and Fourteenth Sundays after Trinity, and 
the substance of the Tenth and Twelfth Col- 
lects of that series. 

The Sacramentary ascribed to S. Gelasius, 
Bishop of Rome from 492 to 496, was pub- 
lished at Rome, in 1680, by Thomasius, after- 
wards cardinal, from a manuscript belonging 
to the Queen of Sweden, which had been seen 
by Morinus and Bona. Muratori entertains 
no doubt that it is substantially the work of 
Gelasius, although (like the Gregorian Sacra- 
mentary) its text contains additions of later 
times. It is known that this Pontiff wrote 
collects and prefaces, (he is also said to have 
composed hymns in the Ambrosian manner,) 
and it may be safely affirmed that he digested 
the existing collection of Communion collects, 
prefaces, and other prayers, — not, of course, 



» The Leonine collect has " cogitandi— prompting — et 
agendi," Ac. 
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including the order of the daily offices, — into 
a new system, adding that much was original. 
It is interesting to regard Gelasius on this 
devotional side of his character, since we know 
from other evidence what he was as a theo- 
logian and a Church ruler : how zealous against 
Nestorians and Eutychians ; how emphatic in 
maintaining the Real Presence, together with 
the permanence of the nature of bread and 
wine ; how earnest airainst the " sacrilegious 
division of that mystery, " by those "who 
took a portion of the sacred Body, and ab- 
stained from the Blood of the sacred Cup ;" 
how abhorrent of the " execrable" Pagan 
feast of the Lupercalia ; how unbending and 
imperious towards the separated Church of 
Constantinople ; how bold in proclaiming that 
the priesthood was essentially greater than 
the royalty, although, in civil matters, subject 
to it. His Sacramentary is complete in three 
books. Prom it we derive, either altogether 
as they stand, or with more or less of altera- 
tion in their form, — (for the revisers of our 
offices, following the ancient precedents set 
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° Gelasius' argument implies that he owned a Presence in toe 
elements, which was not bestowed in other ordinances. 
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by S. Gregory, took great freedom in develop- 
ing the old prayers, often with very good effect,) 
— the two Collects for Peace, the one for Aid, 
and those for clergy and people, Fourth Sun- 
day in Advent, Innocents' Day, Palm Sun- 
day, the second for Good Friday P, Easter- 
day (the first half of the collect, the latter 
half being Gregorian) ; Fourth and Fifth 
after Easter, First, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, 
Eleventh, Fifteenth, Sixteenth, Eighteenth, 
Nineteenth, Twentieth, and Twenty-first after 
Trinity ; the " Assist us mercifully ;" the Col- 
lect preceding the imposition of hands in 
Confirmation, and the first of those used in 
the Commination. These, we may say, have 
been derived to us originally from this vene- 
rable service-book ; which also contains nearly 
all the Leonine Collects above referred to, 
and, in the case of those for the Tenth and 
Twelfth Sundays after Trinity, alters their 
form while retaining their substance: — thus, 
in the latter of these two ; (the change in the 
former is less striking :)— 
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Virtutem ccelestium Deus, Qui plura pra> 

p The third was based upon three Gelasian collect*. 
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stas, quam petimus aut meremur ; tribue, 
qusesumus, ut Tua nobis misericordia con- 
feratur, quod nostrorum non habet fidu- 
cia meritorum. Per." — Leonine. Murat. 
i. 418. 

" Omnipotens sempiterne Deus, Qui abun- 
dantia pietatis Tuse, et merita supplicum ex- 
cedis et vota : effunde super nos misericord iam 
Tuam ; ut dimittas quae conscientia metuit, et 
adjicias quod oratio non prsesumit. Per." — 
Gelasian. Murat. i. 690. 

This is a good instance of the developing 
process which collects have gone through in 
different ages, — Leonine in the hands of Gela- 
sius, Gelasian in the hands of Gregory, and 
Leonine, Gelasian, and Gregorian in the hands 
of English revisers. 

The great Sacramentary of S. Gregory 
(a.d. 590 — 604), which was so deeply reve- 
renced and widely adopted in the West, and 
was often bound in gold, silver, and ivory, 
was compiled on the principle of condensing 
and shortening the Gelasian work. The bio- 
grapher of Gregory, John the Deacon, in the 
second chapter of the second book of his Life, 
says that he withdrew many things from the 
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Gelasian books, altered a few, and added some, 
and made one book instead of three. One 
instance of abbreviation was in the reduction 
of the collects at Mass from five or six to 
three only; and it is also believed that he 
introduced a change into the practice as to 
prefaces — fixing a small number instead of a 
great variety. A perfectly pure text of this 
Sacramentary cannot, Muratori thinks, -be 
hoped for; but he adopted, in his edition, 
the Vatican manuscript, instead of that of the 
monastery of S. Eligius, which had been fol- 
lowed by Hugh Menard and the Benedictines. 
In the Sacramentary, as he has edited it, 
we find the original sources of our Collects 
for S. Stephen's Day, S. John the Evangelist, 
Epiphany, First, Second, Third, Fourth, and 
Fifth Sundays after it; Septuagesima, Sexa- 
gesima (which in its Latin form spoke of the 
protection of the Doctor of the Gentiles) ; 
Second, Third, Fourth, and Fifth in Lent; 
first for Good Friday, appointed as a final 
prayer at Mass for Wednesday before Easter ; 
part of the Easter-day Collect; Ascension, 
Whit- Sunday ; Second, Third, Fourth, Seven- 
teenth, Twenty-second, Twenty-third^ Twfcfc^- V 
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fourth, and Twenty-fifth after Trinity, (that 
season being called, as it still is in the Roman 
rite, though it was not in the Sarum, the 
season after Pentecost); Conversion of S. 
Paul (which has been much enlarged), Puri- 
fication 4, Annunciation, S. Michael and all 
Angels, (which have been hardly altered at 
all). An addition to the Othobon manuscript, 
printed by Muratori, contains our Trinity 
Sunday Collect, and that which is commonly 
called the Collect for Purity, " Deus cui omne 
cor patet," belonging to Masses of the Holy 
Trinity and the Holy Spirit. The Collect for 
S. Bartholomew given in Menard, and sub- 
stantially equivalent to our own, is probably 
post-Gregorian. The like may be said of the 
original form of the Collect for Grace, which 
is excluded by Muratori. In Menard's edition 
it appears, {after two Gelasian collects, re- 
tained by S. Gregory, and exhibiting most 
of the ideas of the Collect for Grace,) as 
follows : — 

" O God, Who hast made us to come to the 
beginning of. this day, grant us to pass this 
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4 Called in Gregorian, though not in Gelasian, by its Greek 
name of HypapanU, 
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day without sin ; that we may not fall away 
in anywise from Thy paths, but that our 
words may ever tend towards the doing of 
what is righteous before Thee." 

This is clearly the original collect; but 
it afterwards assumed different forms in the 
Roman and Sarum services. The Roman 
form added, " and our thoughts and words be 
guided," and also the clause, "save us this 
day with Thy power." The Sarum form also 
added this clause, and with it the words, 
"neither run into any danger;" and con- 
cluded, "that all our doings may ever be 
directed by Thy providence to do what is 
righteous before Thee ;" omitting all mention 
of words and thoughts. Of our collect, " We 
humbly beseech Thee, O Father," part only 
is Gregorian, and in that part, " for the glory of 
Thy Name" has been substituted for " by the 
intercessions of all Thy saints." The beauti- 
ful collect, " O God, Whose nature and pro- 
perty," which the Commissioners of 1689 
were unable to understand, and, in the pleni- 
tude of their presumptuous stupidity, were 
pleased to pronounce " full of strange and im- 
pertinent expressions," is Gregorian, and may . 

<j> c> 
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remind us of that sweet compassion which 
grieved for the fair-faced Yorkshire boys, 
who were " in bondage to the prince of dark- 
ness.' ' To S. Gregory, also, we owe a col- 
lect, the spirit of which pervaded his life, — 
" Prevent us, O Lord," — which he prescribes 
for the Ember Saturday in Lent. 

It was natural that England should receive 
the Gregorian Sacramentary sooner than " any 
other country beyond the Roman patriarch- 
ate r ;" for it was the Communion-book of him 
whom the best of the Anglo-Saxons, as Bede 
and Egbert of York, were wont to call their 
master and apostle ; who was formally styled 
" our Father," clearly in an emphatic sense, 
by that Council of Cloveshoo, in 747, which 
alludes to the ritual of the Church of Rome. 
Mr. Freeman thinks that S. Augustine of 
Canterbury, acting on S. Gregory's wise ad- 
vice — to adopt any good elements of ritual 
which he could find in various churches — 
brought into England the Gallican Daily 
Office; but he adds that, at the same time, 
he introduced the Roman Communion Office ; 
and this fact is undoubted, although it is very 

r Palmet, Orig. Lit i. 124. 
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probable, as Lingard says, that he borrowed 
from the French Eucharistic rite the custom 
of a solemn episcopal benediction, divided 
into three or more sentences, given just after 
the fraction of the Blessed Sacrament. This 
custom was not practised by Gregory the 
Great 8 , though many such benedictions were 
circulated under his name; and part of one 
of these appears to have suggested our Cir- 
cumcision Collect. 

The ancient collects which we still use 
might be divided into two classes : — 
1. Those in which, since S. Gregory's time, 
there has been no real alteration, but only, 
at the most, the addition of words which 
may be said to be implied in the original, 
as "good, great, holy, hearty, evil, grace, 
help ;" the omission of like words, as " kind- 
ness ;" or the substitution of one equivalent 
phrase for another, as of " true" for " wor- 
thy ;" the sense, in these cases, remaining 
as it was. To this class belong the Second 
Evening Collect, and those for Epiphany, 
First and Second Sundays after Epiphany, 
Septuagesima, Third, Fourth, and Fifth in 

• See Lingard, Angl.-S., ch. i. 295 ; Muratu L %l. 
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Lent ; Good Friday, first and second ; 
Easter-day, Third and Fifth after Easter; 
Whit-Sunday; Trinity, First, Fourth, Fifth, 
Tenth, Twelfth, Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Six- 
teenth, Seventeenth, Twentieth, Twenty- 
first, Twenty-third, Twenty-fourth and 
Twenty-fifth after Trinity ; Purification, An- 
nunciation, S.Michael; and perhaps two 
or three more. 
2. Those in which a real alteration has taken 
place; either by important addition, as of 
the words, " Who art always more ready 
to hear than we to pray ;" " race set before 
us;" " light of Thy truth ;" " hast ordained 
strength,' ' &c. ; " assault and hurt the soul ;" 
"of Thy tender love;" "keep us, we be- 
seech Thee," &c; "in all dangers," &c; 
"the way of Thy commandments;" "may 
so faithfully serve Thee ;" " may shew forth 
our thankfulness;" and the larger part of 
the Collect for S. Stephen ; with some 
other passages. Or by important omission, 
as of (loving Thee) " in all things." Or by 
important substitution, as of " perils and 
dangers" for "snares;" "in Thy true re- 
ligion" for "with continual kindness;" 
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"Who alone canst order the unruly wills 
and affections of sinful men V* for "Who 
makest the minds of faithful men to be of 
one will;" "nourish us with all goodness," 
for " nourish what is good ;" " temptations 
of the world, the flesh, and the devil/ ' for 
" infections of the devil ;" " Thy Holy 
Spirit/' for " Thy merciful working." Other 
changes might be named ; two have been 
referred to already, as substituting a refer- 
ence to God's glory and protection for the 
intercession and protection of saints. Among 
the many collects which belong to this class, 
those for Fourth in Advent, Innocents', 
Second in Lent, Palm Sunday, Fourth 
after Easter ; Second, Seventh, Twelfth 
and Eighteenth after Trinity, Conversion 
of S. Paul. 

One other point in regard to this goodly he- 
ritage of our fathers may, be mentioned — the 
influence which it has exerted over those who 
have been employed to make new collects. 
These collects are new, and yet not new ; they 
may be less concise and nervous than the 
work of Gelasius or of Gregory, but they are 

1 A change which, like many others, dates from. lfi&V, 
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instinct with the same spirit, and seem likely 
to exhibit the same imperishable freshness 
and vitality. The men who could frame our 
Collects for Christmas-day and Easter-Even, 
for the Sixth Sunday after Epiphany and for 
All Saints, had profited well by their fami- 
liarity with the majestic forms which they 
were called upon to imitate. It was but 
natural for them to retain the ecclesiastical 
language, for they knew how to value and 
hold fast the precious gift of ecclesiastical 
continuity. 
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ON PRIMITIVE PRAYER FOR THE 
DEAD IN CHRIST. 

To enter at all fully upon this subject is 
equally beyond the present writer's capacity 
and purpose. It will only be attempted here 
to indicate very briefly the two main aspects 
under .which this kind of intercession appears 
to have been regarded in the ancient Church. 

I. Originally, then, it would seem that such 
prayer was viewed as a means of exercising 
faith in the communion of saints, and of 
satisfying that ardent Christian love which 
could not bear to give up intercession for 
fellow-Christians who had passed within the 
veil. The Church militant prayed, on behalf 
of the holy dead, for what she knew to be 
ensured by God's immutable promise; for a 
bright and peaceful habitation in the inter- 
mediate state, and for a final 8enteiMS& <afc «o&3l^.\ 
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absolution and acceptance at Christ's second 
coming 11 . That God was granting the one 
boon, and would, when the time came, grant 
the other, was a matter of faith : still the 
Church prayed Him to do so*. As if she 
had said, "I know that the righteous souls 
are in Thy hands, and that no torment shall 
touch them. Thou hast said, Blessed are the 
dead that die in the Lord from henceforth, for 
they rest from their labours. Thou hast said 
it, Who canst not lie nor repent : hast Thou 
spoken, and shalt Thou not make it good? 
Yet seeing that it soothes my soul to ask that 
Thou wilt do so, suffer me to pray, especially 
in that sacrificial worship which unites the 
seen and unseen worlds *, — Look graciously, 

■ In other words, for a portion in the resurrection of the 
just. 

* Archd. Churton describes the old practice as that of entreat- 
ing God " to keep them, as it is His will, in mercy and peace 
until the resurrection of the last day." Early Engl. Ch., p. 139. 
On the apostolic tradition as to this state of rest, as contradict- 
ing which " the Roman doctrine of purgatory cannot be true," 
see Dr. Pusey's Preface to Tertullian, p. x. 

7 Neander, though vehement against the Eucharistic Sacri- 
fice, and anxious to evade the fact that the primitive Christians 
had altars, recognises in this commemoration and commenda- 
tion of the departed the consciousness of an inseparable com- 
munion. See his Church Hist., Engl. Tr. by H. J. Rose, i. 
/ 829,888. 
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O Lord, on Thy faithful who are gone from us ; 
give them the joy of Paradise now, and grant 
unto them that in that day* they may find 
mercy at Thy hand, and be acquitted and wel- 
comed by Thy love." 

Such was the twofold matter of the com- 
mendation of the dead in Christ to God's gra- 
cious keeping, as it would first be practised. 
It was not in obedience to logic, but in re- 
sponse to the promptings of instinctive affec- 
tion a , seconded by the belief that in death 
there was no severance, — it was because the 
practice was to them so natural, and appeared 
to harmonize so sweetly with their faith, — 
that the early Christians, speaking out of the 
abundance of the heart, prayed such a prayer 

* Mr. Conybeare is among those who think that Onesiphoras 
was dead when 2 1 im. was written. 

* Macfarlane cites some inscriptions from the catacombs 
which express this union of prayer and confidence : — " Antonia, 
sweet soul, in peace ; may God refresh her." " Jovianus lives 
in God and prays." "Regina, mayest thou live in the Lord 
Jesus." (Catacombs of Borne, p. 144.) Here is a Nubian epitaph 
to the same purpose : " Here lieth blessed Thesauria. She was 
perfected in the month Athyr, &c. O God, give her soul rest in 
the bosoms of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Be it so. Amen. »!*." 
Archceologia, xix. 157. See Milman's Funeral Hymn, so dear 
to many hearts :— "Thou'it sleeping now, like Lazarus, upon 
his father's breast." \ 
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as we find in the old Jerusalem Liturgy; 
wherein the celebrant, after the consecration 
and the prayers for the living, said, " Remem- 
ber, Lord, the God of spirits and of all flesh, 
those orthodox whom we have and whom we 
have not remembered, from righteous Abel 
unto this day ; do Thou give them rest in the 
land of the living, in Thy kingdom, in the de- 
lights of Paradise, in the bosoms of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, our holy fathers, whence are 
fled far away anguish, pain, and groaning, 
where the light of Thy presence visits and 
shines continually." Does this imply any 
doubt whatever respecting the enjoyment of 
blissful rest by Abel and all God's faithful 
ones ? Is not the same intention manifest in 
this pleading, as in S. Augustine's for that 
mother whose persevering cries to God had 
won his conversion before her death ? Hear 
bim b pouring out his soul after her death, im- 
ploring God not to " enter into judgment with 
her" for her sins; then interrupting himself, 
"And I believe that Thou hast done what I 
ask!" Then presently, "Let no one sever 
her from Thy protection!" Are we to con- 

* Confess, ix. IS. 
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strue this as if he really thought such a sever- 
ance possible ? Let his own narrative of her 
death answer. Again, there is nothing in the 
words of the Leonine memorial of the dead c , 
(which still, in Rome's daily use, bears nega- 
tive witness against her purgatorial doctrine,) 
which should forbid us to think that it was 
suggested by the same feeling : " Remember, 
O Lord," said the priest, reciting here the 
names of the dead, " Thy servants and hand- 
maidens, our brethren and sisters, who have 
gone before us with the sign of faith, and 
sleep the sleep of peace. To them, and to all 
who are at rest in Christ, vouchsafe, we pray 
Thee, a place of refreshment and peace." 
What is this, on the face of it, but to say, We 
ask Thee to give them what we know they 
have ? But the clearest illustration of this 
idea is the fact of prayer being made, at the 
Oblation, for Saints and Martyrs, and for the 
Blessed Virgin herself. Doubtless this prac- 
tice was not followed by the African Church, 
at any rate, in S. Augustine's day : he re- 
peatedly affirmed that it would be a wrong to 
the martyr to pray for the martyr, who had 

• 8. Leon. Op. ed. Cacciari, v. SftY, 
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attained perfection by resisting unto blood. 
But so thought not S. Cyprian, who says of 
two martyrs, " For them, as you recollect, we 
constantly offer sacrifices when we keep the 
anniversary commemorations of their martyr- 
doms ;" as distinctly as Tertullian had said in 
regard . to ordinary Christians, that on the 
anniversaries of their birthdays, i. e. the days 
of their removal from this world, " oblations 
were offered for the departed* 1 ." So thought 
not the ancient Alexandrian Church, if we 
may judge of it by S. Mark's Liturgy ; nor 
the Churches that used the Liturgy of Jeru- 
salem 6 . S. Cyril f of Jerusalem does indeed 
explain the memorial of the martyrs as if it 
implied a desire of their intercession; and 
S. Chrysostom f refers to the high honour done 

d See S. Aug. Serm. 159, 284, 285, 297, and in Joan. Ev. tr. 
84, c. 1 ; S. Cyprian, Ep. 39, (Oxon) ; Tertull. de Cor. 3. In his 
Encbirid. c. 110, S. Aug. says that offerings for tbe departed 
are thanksgivings in the case of the valde boni. He interpreted 
the separate memorials of the great saints and of the other dead 
as it prayer were confined to the latter. 

• "Refresh the souls of our fathers and brethren who hare 
gone to rest before us in the faith of Christ, O Lord God ! re- 
member the... apostles, martyrs... and our holy father Mark," 
adding the Blessed Virgin Mary. So in Apost. Con -tit. vi. 29, 
" Sing psalms.. .for the martyrs and for all the saints," &c 

' See 8. Cyr. Hier. Cat. Myst. -*. c. 9 \ 8. Chrys. in Act. Ap. 
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to martyrs, by naming them solemnly " when 
their Master is present" at the celebration. 
But the Eastern Church to this day, in her 
ordinary Liturgy, (that of S. Chrysostom), 
expressly contradicts S. Augustine's assertion : 
" We offer to Thee," says every Greek cele- 
brant, " this reasonable service," (i. e. the 
Blessed Sacraments,) "for those who are at 
rest in faith, . . .apostles, . . . martyrs ', .... 
and every righteous spirit made perfect in 
faith ;" then raising his voice he proceeds, 
" Pre-eminently for our most holy, undefiled, 
highly blessed, glorious Lady, the Mother of 
God and ever- Virgin, Mary" 

The idea of including Iter among the dead 
to be prayed for at Mass would now be re- 
volting to all members of the Latin Church h . 

Horn. 21, ad fin. Bingham suspected an interpolation in Cyril's 
text : Antiq. xv. 3, 16. 

% The KarpeCa here meant is clearly equivalent to the Xarptta 
in S. Cyril, Cat. Myst. v. c. 8 ; and that is undoubtedly the Sa- 
crament. Both Liturgy and Lecture use the phrase avaLp.aMTov 
KarpeCav. As in that offering all worship was embodied, it 
might well be called worship. 

h Time was, indeed, as Abp. Usher reminds us, when Ten. 
Bede could think it quite natural that Mass and prayer should 
be offered for the souls of holy King Oswald and of the Abbess 
Hilda, by those who felt sure that they were in bliss. Bede, 
iii. 2, iv. 23. Oswald was, in some toxt, ^ULaaNjjx. \ 
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It would seem, as Archer Butler said, in his 
strictures on the Development theory, an " un- 
speakable insult." It surely cannot be ex- 
plained upon any other hypothesis than what 
is here supposed to be the original one on the 
subject : that such prayer was an ardent ex- 
pression of the truth, " In Christ we are one 
body." 

II. To this primary intention a second would 
soon be added, by minds which could not dis- 
pense with the idea of some definite object to 
be secured, if possible, by their prayers. They 
would take up this idea, and it would assume 
two forms : — 

1. The idea that it was possible, by the 
prayers of the Church on earth, to increase 
the happiness of those who were at rest ; to 
procure for them a fuller measure of those 
enjoyments which, in the exquisite imagery 
of the old rituals 1 , were described as " verdure, 
and shade, and waters of refreshment," in 
" those tabernacles of the sanctuary" " where 

1 Lit. of S.Mark, Copto-Jacobite Lit. of S.Basil, Syro-Jaoobite 
Lit. of S. Clement. The Gelasian book exhibits, on this in- 
spiring topic, the true sublimity of Church- Latin : " In medio 
(mediis) splendoribus sanctorum, in sede majestatis, magno in 
Jumine, in regione, in regno woium," &c. Murat. L 741, 
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life without toil expects the first-fruits of pious 
souls, and the spirits of the just expect the 
fulness of the promised reward; where the 
weary gaze on Paradise, and those who are 
bidden to the marriage long for the Heavenly 
Spouse; where those who are called to the 
feast wait till they go up, and eagerly desire 
to receive that new robe of glory ;" in a word, 
in a place of light and rest, or, as our Church 
says, of "joy and felicity^." Men were ready 
enough to believe that by the devotions of the 
Church and of individuals this joy might be 
euhanced ; the light might become yet more 
radiant, the tranquillity still more profound. 
This notion would be applied, to a consider- 
able extent, to the Church's prayers for the 
departed 1 . We are, perhaps, occasionally 
tempted to overrate its influence over the 
primitive Christian mind, from a wish to 

* This expression seems borrowed from the old Sarum Office : 
"The bosom of.. Abraham Thy friend, and Isaac Thir.e elect, 
and Jacob Thy beloved, whence are fled away pain, and grief, 
and sighing," (compare Lit. of S. James ;) "Jidelium quoque 
animce felici jocunditate Icetantur." 

1 e. g. " Give them rest and light" would be taken to mean, 
in the case of a multitude of souls departed in Christ, " give 
them more rest," &c. But this could hardly be applied to great 
saints, such as the Blessed Virgin Mary and tha &^*&s»*%&. 
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find some intelligible theory to explain the 
universality of such prayers in the old Church 
by some principle which would be appreciated 
by moderns. It seems better, however, not 
to assume that the practice was based on such 
a proposition as, " Our prayers can brighten 
the happiness even of Paradise,' ' for which no 
reference could be made to Scripture m . We 
can well believe that the practice rather 
sprung up without any theoretic ground- 
work. 

But that this notion obtained an extensive 
sway, there can be little doubt. S. Cyril of 
Jerusalem must have been thinking, in part 
at least, of an increase of happiness, when he 
spoke of the very great advantage derived from 
Eucharistic- pleadings by the deceased fathers, 
bishops, and others fallen asleep. In this 
sense, probably, may be taken a magnificent 
prayer of S. Gelasius, that the soul returning 
to God may " rejoice with them that rejoice, 

m Unless we refer to the white robes in Rev v vi. 11, which 
does not quite come up to the point. 

* JRevertentetn. But the prayer is to be said after the soul 
has departed. See part of it in the Sarum Commendatio, 
Maskell, i. 108. It might be taken in the former sense above 
described. 
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be wise with the wise, sit among the crowned 
martyrs, see the brightness of God among 
angels and archangels, possess joy amid the 
dazzling stones of Paradise, hear the song of 
songs amid the four-and-twenty elders, wash 
her vesture with them that wash their robes 
in the fount of light, and, knocking with them 
that knock, may find the gates of the heavenly 
Jerusalem opened." Such a sense may be 
also given to a very remarkable prayer in the 
same Sacramentary , and also in the Gre- 
gorian, for one who dies soon after baptism, 
which entreats, " As Thou hast given him a 
rapid and uncontaminated passage, after the 
Sacrament of Baptism, give him also the ful- 
ness of eternal joys." And in a like sense 
Pope Innocent the Third proposed to explain 
the old prayers for the departed saints. 

2. But the intention of procuring some 
definite good for the departed assumed very 
frequently another form, which was more 
dangerous in its results ; it proposed to itself 

• Murat. i. 755, ii. 219. The Church of Rome has now so 
widely departed from the old ideas and feelings as to the inter- 
mediate state, that she does not pray for a baptized infant who 
has died " ante usum rationis." See her Ordo sepeliendi 
Parvulos, \ 
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the relief of certain souls from something 
penal — whether positive or negative — which 
was the consequence of earthly sin; such 
souls having died in faith, but in an imper- 
fection of piety which fell below what they 
might have attained. -So early as the be- 
ginning of the third century we find the 
martyr S. Perpetua praying for her young 
brother Dinocrates, as for one who after his 
death was undergoing some punishment ; and 
believing that her prayers had set him free. 
S. ChrysostomP urged the reality of that as- 
sistance which could be extended, by prayers 
during the celebration of the Sacrifice, " when 
that Lamb is before us Who taketh away the 
sin of the world," to those who had died 
" with sin upon them ;" and S. Augustine P 

p S. Chrys. in 1 Cor. Horn. 41, o. 8. And see his 62nd Horn, 
on S. John, that for one who had been a great sinner in life, 
some consolation can be provided by the exertions of survivors. 
We are not concerned with what Usher mildly calls the "doubt- 
ful conceits," as to the possibility of obtaining, even for one 
who died in his sins, some mitiga ion of punishment,— which 
are expressed in his 21st TTora. on the Acts. S. Aug. has some 
strange language in Enchiril. 110, ("aut certe ut tolerabilior 
fiat ipsa damnatio,") which seems inconsistent with what he 
has just said, that the valdi mali are not helped by prayers. 
See Aug. Ep. 22, Serm. 172 ; Civ. Dei, xxi. 24, de cura pro 
mort, 1, &e. 
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strongly expresses the same belief, that beyond 
all doubt oblations, and prayers, and alms are 
helpful to those souls which, in this world, 
have been neither so good as not to need 
such aid, nor so bad as to make it useless. 
We cannot read such a statement as this of 
S. Augustine's — which he repeats, in sub- 
stance, several times — without seeing in it a 
tendency towards purgatorial ideas, such as 
we find him expressing, in the way of con- 
jecture, in the sixty-ninth chapter of his En- 
chiridion. We see one stage in a course, at 
the end of which . stand Leo the Tenth and 
Tetzel. But still, even when this "develop- 
ment of doctrine" had advanced much further 
than in the fifth century, we find the Western 
Church still praying for the deliverance of the 
dead, not from purgatory, but from hell * ; and 
to this day the Roman ritual is herein an im- 
perfect exponent of Roman belief. 

And now to conclude. That such com- 
mendation of the dead in Christ as was made 
in the ancient Liturgies, and as was retained 

* See the funeral prayers in the Gregorian Sacramentary, 
Murat. ii. 215 ; and compare MaskeU, i. 119, — a Gelasian prayer 
in the Sarum rite. See Dr. Pusey's Notes to Tertullian, p. 165, 
. (Lib. Fath.) \ 
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in the First Prayer-book of Edward the Sixth, 
and in Queen Elizabeth's Primer of 1559 r , 
and has been thought by many to be at least 
indirectly sanctioned by the present Scottish 
and English formularies, — is. lawful for indi- 
vidual Churchmen, appears undeniable. There 
is no need to cite in confirmation of this the 
names of Andrewes and Wilson 8 , and several 
other great names of the English Church. 

But it is quite possible to maintain its law- 
fulness, and yet to refrain from suggesting its 
adoption; to think, with a revered writer*, 
" that this subject is best left to each person's 
natural feeling ;" not merely on account of con- 
troversies with Rome, and popular notions as 
to the supposed Romanism of all such prayers, 
but because many minds will have difficulty 
in entering into what has been called their 

* See the Parker Society's edition of Elizabethan Private 
Prayers. — After citing certain passages from the Prayer-book 
as now established, Mr. Paget says that, at any rate, " they are 
so far indications of the mind of the Church, that while they 
stand in the Prayer-book no one has a right to say that she 
condemns the practice." (In truth, she could not condemn 
the whole Church primitive.) See his Sermons on the Living 
and the Dead. 

* See Sacra Privata, complete edition, p. 106, 369. 

* See Rev. C. Marriott's Prayers for Morning and Evening, 

/ P- iv. 
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primary use ; while their secondary use, even 
in its better aspect, is not free from danger. 
If a person prays for the departed with the 
view of enhancing their bliss, he has need 
of much guarded language, and wariness of 
thought, lest he become an intruder into 
things not seen. And with 'regard to the 
simpler use, — to many truly Catholic minds, 
which in all essentials are at one with the 
primitive Church, it would seem unreal to 
cast their undying love for those who form 
their " store in Paradise" into the mould of 
a " May they rest in peace !" Other persons 
are somewhat differently constituted, and that 
aspiration comes naturally to their lips, while 
they are wholly free from doubt or misgiving 
as to those who have departed in the faith of 
Christ, " the sheep of His own flock, the price 
of His own Blood, the sinners of His own re- 
deeming." They will regard the solemn con- 
clusion of a great funereal ode u , " God accept 
him, Christ receive him," as a testimony to 
the naturalness of that sweet verse and re- 
sponse, " Eequiem aeternam dona ei, Domine ; 
et lux perpetua luceat ei !" 

« Tennyson, on the Funeral ot 1\hi Y>\&£. oi^'S^sfts^M^- 
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In this matter, then, as in all things else, 
let "no one put a stumbling-block in his 
brother's way. Let not him that" useth this 
devotion "despise him that" useth it not; 
"and let not him that" useth it not "judge 
him that" useth it* with discretion, and 
charity, and humility, as unto Him Who 
seeth in secret. 

* See Tagct's Sermons. 
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